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Tournaments 

Championship Tournaments 2011  
 

Dozens of HTR members qualified and participated in this year's championship final tournaments in Las 

Vegas.  Below is a summary of top finishers and those that cashed. 

 

National Handicapping Championship - January 28-29 at Red Rock 
 

HTR Member Results 
 

Name                      Finish     Cash 
 

Jim Templin                  5    $40,000 
 

Gina Turner                 20    $ 2,000 

Mike Mayo                   27    $ 2,000 

Daven Turner                29    $ 2,000 
                

Jerod Dinkin                32    $ 0   

Dan Weisenburger            34    $ 0       

George Smith                48    $ 0 

Bob Gregory                 49    $ 0   

Mike Harrington             58    $ 0 

Brian Feldman               64    $ 0 

Paul Parker                 70    $ 0 
 

Congratulations to all that qualified and cashed at the NHC 2011.  An HTR member has finished in the 
top-5 at the NHC in each of the past five years.  This year it was Jim Templin finishing a strong 5th - 

outstanding Jim, he had quite a year.  Jim was kind enough to relate his selections that produced points at 

the NHC, and you can read it at this link on our Discussion Forum ---  
http://homebased2.com/forums/showthread.php?t=10930  
 

NHC 2012 

Mike Mayo (NTRA Player's Committee) tells me that 2012 should see some exciting new changes in the 

NHC final event.  These include a qualifying field of over 500 players which will raise the purse to over 

$2 Million and the champion will receive a whopping $1 million bucks!  The hotel location may change, 
but as of this writing the Red Rock was still in the running.  A larger ballroom, rather than a race book, 

will be required to seat the larger number of contestants.  A format change is also possible with a 3-day 

tournament being discussed. 
 

Horseplayer World Series - February 17-19 at Orleans 
 

HTR Member Results 
 

Name                      Finish     Cash 
 

Mike Harrington              2    $65,000 + Day Money 
 

Steve Kozarich              14    $ 3,000 + Day Money 

Jesse Cohen                 19    $ 3,000 + Day Money 

Rich Goodall                22    $ 2,000 + Day Money 

Ronnie Hopkins              24    $ 2,000 + Day Money          

George "Jorge" Smith        28    $ 2,000 

Bob Gregory                 32    $ 1,000   

Rich Goodall                42    $ 1,000 

Shawn "Spike" Turner        44    $ 1,000 

 
Along with those noted above, John Buckley cashed in on Day Money at the HPWS by finishing in the 

top-10 during one of the three days.  Well done everyone. 

 
On the next page you will find a commentary on the structure and format of the two major tournaments. 

 

http://homebased2.com/forums/showthread.php?t=10930
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Tournaments 

Championship Tournaments 2011 

NHC vs. HPWS 
 

Let's look at the overall elements of these two tournaments and compare the benefits for players.   
 

NHC - National Handicapping Championship (NTRA event) 
HPWS - Horse Player World Series (Coast Casinos event) 
 

Final Money-Prize Structure   

The NHC wins this one hands down.  Not only do they scale the cash amounts for the different finish 

positions (11th wins more than 12th for example), the total pool is much larger and will increase 
dramatically in 2012.  The HPWS is 'top heavy' and most of the money is paid to the winner.  The HPWS 

also has ranges for payouts that are very unfair in terms of finish position.  For example, the 11th place 

finisher wins the same amount as 20th place.   
 

Day Money 

Now here's where the HPWS excels.  They pay out generous prize money on each of the three days, 
ranging from almost $9,000 for the daily winner down to 10th place worth several hundred dollars.  This 

puts all players in position for some healthy cash if they can have just one big day, regardless of how they 

finish overall.  The NHC Day Money is paltry in comparison, and is only paid on the final day to the top 
finishers. 
 

Amenities  

The HPWS puts out a very tasty buffet spread, drink stations and desert all three days, but rooms are not 

normally included with entries with the exception of some qualifying contest prize packages.  NHC prize 
package includes room and even airfare, food and hotel freebies.  Advantage to the NHC because the total 

cost of attending is reduced to a free vacation for almost all qualifiers.  However, the NHC is just a two 

day event and players don't do much else beside handicap and compete in the tournament.  At the HPWS 

the players are less restricted with 3-days of action, and they tend to bet more money on the races and in 
the casino.   
 

Scoring and Leaderboard 

The NHC wins this one by a mile.  HPWS is downright shameful with the scoring updates on the 

chalkboard maybe twice a day, with limited information.  The Orleans also has a poor web presentation.  
We get much better information from the HTR website during the HPWS.  NHC leader board is updated 

regularly during the event and posted on the internet.  Players and fans are never in the dark about what 

total is likely needed in order to win.   
 

Excitement - Energy 

This is a close call because much depends on the flow of the tournament.  The HPWS is a 100% optional 
contest, more tracks and races, so players will hit more bombs over a three day period.  This creates a lot 

of volatility in the standings as players turn hot and make a run.  However, the NHC has more of the feel 

of a genuine sports championship with media coverage and the stakes are higher in terms of both money 
and prestige, so I give the NHC an edge in this category. 
 

HTR and Your Chances of Winning 

Our members have taken a lot of cash out of both contests over the years, but certainly more from the 

NHC in the last five championships.  HTR software is a natural for contest competition.  Our advantage is 

that much of the grunt work is done automatically and we can instantly analyze races and horses rather 
than wasting time on tedious matters like scratches.  Get involved, as tournaments are an exciting and 

viable opportunity to win some money.  Here's hoping that 2011/2012 is your year.   
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Handicapping with HTR 

Fr1 Velocity - 2011 
 

Fr1 = Fraction one velocity in feet-per-second (fps).  Fraction one is the velocity measure taken from 

the start to the first call.  First call time at 2-furlongs in sprints (1320 feet) and 4-furlongs in route races 
(2640 feet).   
 

This is a multi-part article that will provide you the most advanced information available on Fr1 velocity.  

Our ratings in HTR are unique and cannot be duplicated with other software or by manual computation.  

This is due to the complex adjustment process that includes:  track to track, distance/surface, and daily 
track variant as well as a unique fractional variant applied.  The methodology was work out over a three 

year period by myself and Tom Brohamer starting in 1992, and assisted with painstaking manual data 

processing by Ernie Logsdon and our late friend Ben Okamoto.   

 
Ernie's HTR Fr1 Discovery 

At my old apartment in downtown Anaheim, circa 1996, while HTR was in its infancy, I created a small 

export for data testing.  One day Ernie imported the information into Microsoft Excel and we were 
looking for patterns of winners.  With a single click of the mouse on his spreadsheet, Ernie did something 

that would change HTR and pace handicapping forever. 
 

He sorted the screen by highest Win price.  We then studied the sheet to find the key factors linked to the 

winning longshots.  One after another we discovered that the playable winning longshots were usually 

Fr1=1,2 (ranked first or second).  It was uncanny and beyond our expectations - huge overlays and many 
big priced winners consistently tagged with a single factor.   
 

There was nothing in the literature of velocity handicapping (Sartin, Brohamer, et al) to validate or 

discuss this.  There had been some authors, such as Professor Gordon Jones, who had written "Sprinters 

can Route" prior to our discovery, but no one had ever quantified it, proven it or discussed it in detail.  In 
fact, Fr1=1 was showing a flat bet profit with no other handicapping needed.  In routes and grass the ROI 

was better than 1.10.  Ernie, Ben and I began a winning streak using Fr1 that literally changed our lives 

and brought HTR to the attention of top handicappers and tournament players for years to come.   
 

The happy times with Fr1 lasted about seven more years.  Around 2003, speed handicappers became 

discouraged and frustrated with the steady decline of profits with their final time numbers.  With 
advances in computing power many turned to pace and velocity.  The word was getting out about Fr1 as 

well.  The easy money was deteriorating and Fr1's ROI was dropping steadily every year.   
 

In one sense, Fr1 never lost its potency; the win rate has remained steady for nearly two decades.  But like 

all aspects of horse handicapping in the technology age, the public latches on to winning concepts and 
over bets them.  The public can't duplicate our numbers, but they can emulate them by locating horses 

with apparent early zip.  The mere awareness of early speed by most horse players today is a factor in 

depressing Fr1's ROI.  The other reasons why ROI has dropped so low for nearly all handicapping factors 

would include field size reduction, higher percentage of winning favorites (35%), super trainers and 
drugs, etc.  Betting horses for profit is a struggle to stay ahead of the crowd, but the tradeoff is that the 

monetary rewards become greater as the difficulty rises.   
 

There is still an edge with Fr1, but it is much more challenging to dig it out.  In this article we'll discuss 

why Fr1 worked so well with longshots and the theory of energy consumption.  Then I'll introduce some 
new concepts for you to bring Fr1 back to life.   
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Handicapping with HTR 

Fr1 and Theory of Unrecoverable Energy Loss 
 

The Sartin Group in the 1980s is to be commended for turning handicapping upside down.  Almost all 

horseplayers of that era were focused on final time speed.  Pace and velocity players looked at running 
lines from the beginning and interior of the race, rather than just the finish.  We take this for granted 

today, but it was a radical concept 30 years ago.   
 

The basis of velocity measurement is to compute and compare four key segments of the race for each 

horse.   
 

1. Fr1 (start to 1st call) 

2. E/P (start to 2nd call) 

3. Fr2 or Turn-Time (1st call to 2nd call) 

4. Fr3 or Final Fraction (2nd call to finish) 
 

These are also combined into "compound ratings" such as A/P (Average Pace) and S/P (Sustained Pace).  

If you are not familiar with basic velocity math or need a review, refer to Modern Pace Handicapping by 
Tom Brohamer.   
 

Look at the three fractions in feet-per-second (fps) for a sample horse at 6.0f below. 
 

60.00 fps (Fr1) 

56.00 fps (Fr2) 

49.00 fps (Fr3) 
 

Now suppose our horse above were to enter a slower race and only has to run its Fr1 in 59.00 fps.  

Common sense would seem to indicate that the horse would add 1.00 fps at some.  Perhaps running the 
final fraction (Fr3) in 50.00 fps with the extra energy conserved? That was conventional wisdom back 

then and still is for most speed handicappers today.   
 

The Sartin Group declared this was mathematical nonsense.  Horses, humans and all mammals are 

incapable of dividing up energy burned early and reapportioning with equal results late.  Imagine a 4-
minute miler who typically runs each 1/4 mile (lap) in 1 minute.  Suppose he sprints his first lap in a rapid 

50 seconds.  Would he then simply add 10 seconds onto subsequent laps and still complete mile in 4 

minutes? Of course not, he would be completely exhausted after that first lap and tire out rapidly and be 

unable to finish the mile in a competitive time.  This same scenario plays out all the time in thoroughbred 
racing as horses exhaust themselves in the early furlongs.   
 

Early speed burns a greater share of total available race energy.  The generic rule of thumb is "2 for 1" in 

terms of velocity numbers.  Our example runner above shows a 60.00 fps Fr1 resulting in 49.00 fps Fr3.  

If the same horse is able to slow down its Fr1 to 59.00 fps, the energy concept would argue that he can 
now complete the Fr3 in 51.00 fps.  The conservation of energy in the first fraction has double enhanced 

the horse's stretch stamina. 
 

Unrecoverable Energy Loss might make more sense to you with this example.  Suppose our fictional 

runner above is forced into a contested speed duel at 61.00 fps Fr1.  This would certainly deplete more 

than just 1.00 fps by the stretch.  A final fraction in 47.00 fps is entirely logical.  Years of testing and 
observation by myself and other researchers have proven the value of this concept.   
 

Fr1 produced a plethora of winning longshots in the 1990s because most handicappers had no clue about 

this relationship.  A classic example was a tiring sprinter that enters a route.  Allowed a slow and 

uncontested Fr1, the horse would "get brave" in the stretch and wire the field.  All of that conserved 
energy did not make the horse "brave", it just gave it better gas mileage! 

 

On the next page we look at the reality and statistics of Fr1 today. 
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Handicapping with HTR 

Fr1 - Can we Still Profit?  
 

During the 1990s, Fr1=1 (top rank) ROI topped 1.00 in almost all of our samples.  Longshot winners were 

the rule, not the exception as they are today.  As the word got out and pace handicapping became the 

primary focus of computer software, the profits eroded.  As technology improved and speed handicapping 
ROI plummeted, serious bettors began to pick up on early speed for improved payoffs.   
 

As the decade of the 2000s went forward, I anticipated some erosion in Fr1 profits due to the wider 

acceptance of early speed as a critical handicapping factor.  Yet my feeling was that our Fr1 was unique 

and the public could not understand it well enough to wipe out the impact of it in our software.  The huge 
drop in ROI that occurred was a shock and unexpected.  HTR had focused on pace and velocity with Fr1 

as its primary selling point for a decade.  We had to shift our focus to the intangible and less understood 

factors of workouts, pedigree and trainer stats to hold an edge. 
 

HTR subscribers were not about to give up on velocity and they let me know it.  So I put it all into 

ROBOT2 and even created a brand new product (MaxVel - Maximum Velocity software) to focus on the 
feet-per-second ratings.  Now we had the tools to research and rediscover Fr1. 
  
The next table of data reveals just how far Fr1=1 has slipped overall as we enter the year 2011. 
 

Fr1=1       All Races    Mar 2010 - Feb 2011 

Item               Plays      Win   ITM    WROI  PROI  SROI    AvgWin   I.V. 
 

All                50387      18%   46%    0.84  0.84  0.84     $9.30   1.49 
 

Dirt Sprint        23065      20%   49%    0.85  0.85  0.85     $8.60   1.65 

Dirt Route          9078      17%   44%    0.80  0.81  0.82     $9.70   1.32 
 

Turf Sprint         2106      15%   41%    0.82  0.88  0.85    $11.10   1.28 

Turf Route          3806      11%   32%    0.85  0.85  0.85    $15.20   1.00 
 

Wet Sprint          4216      20%   51%    0.88  0.85  0.85     $8.60   1.62 

Wet Route           1946      18%   46%    0.78  0.76  0.80     $8.60   1.38 
 

Artif Sprint        4141      18%   47%    0.84  0.84  0.85     $9.20   1.47 

Artif Route         2029      16%   44%    0.89  0.87  0.84    $11.00   1.25 
 

HF                   685      54%   87%    0.90  0.95  0.97     $3.30   3.78 

K110+               6715      40%   76%    0.89  0.92  0.95     $4.50   2.93 
 

HTR= 1             18236      33%   68%    0.90  0.90  0.91     $6.20   2.32 
 

RS= F               7084      20%   47%    0.80  0.82  0.80     $8.00   1.63 
(Run Style = Front) 

 

Factors combining with Fr1 with for ROI > 1.00 flat bet profits (min. 500 plays/yr) 
 

 bx (Blinkers Off) 

 L1 (First Lasix, but obviously not a FTS) 

 Lone Razor 

 Double Razor 

 Claim Last 

 Chaos Races 
 

Analysis 
We can understand more about our fellow bettors from these statistics.  We know they have over played 

the top Fr1 horses by hammering anything with apparent keen early speed.  The overall ROI has depleted 

to just 0.84, a drop of some 20% since the 1990s, although the win rate has remained steady.  The "RS = 
F" (need to lead) is most revealing.  The win rate is good (20%) and yet the ROI drops to 0.80.  We know 

from that "F" statistic that the public is vastly overrating the horses that are most likely to get the lead in 

their field.  Fr1 is still a decent factor in combination.  Results improve significantly when it is used as a 

tandem item or as a key factor in spot plays and I displayed a few of them above. 
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Handicapping with HTR 

Fr1 - Can we Still Profit? 
 

Fr1 60+ 
This is a new filter added to Robot2 in the -Fr1 Special- section of the Tour/Special Module.  You can 

also find these horses easily by looking at the HTR2 [VEL] screen or in MaxVel.  Example: 

 
                                      Fr1 

1. HorseA    60.37 feet-per-second (fps) 
2. HorseB    60.19 
3. HorseC    59.45 
4. HorseD    58.75 

 

The term "Fr1 60" refers to horses such as (1) and (2) above with a Fr1 rating at 60.00 fps or higher.  
Horses with such high early speed are found only in sprint races on the HTR [VEL] screen.  We'll discuss 

the distance situation in more detail below.  For now, recognize that any thoroughbred with the ability to 

run at this high speed is a phenomenal athlete.  It would be analogous to a human runner capable of 
sprinting 100 meters in less than 11 seconds, they can compete well in almost any sport with that raw 

power.  The "60" is a rare gift of speed and almost always portends good things for a racehorse regardless 

of how bad its form may look at the moment. 
 

The HTR [VEL] computes and adjusts all the velocity fps ratings to today's distance.  If today's race is a 
sprint, then any horse with an 'Fr1 60' will be obvious on feet-per-second report.  But what about an "Fr1 

60" sprinter now entered into a route race?  The [VEL] will extrapolate and downsize the Fr1 to a more 

realistic fps rating.  No jockey would allow a route runner to burst out in a 60.00 fps quarter mile as that 

would be suicide.  Certainly it does happen on rare occasions in 1-turn mile races, but is so rare as to be 
considered trivial in terms of data. 
 

To account for the high-speed Fr1 in Route Races, I added a filter to Robot2: "Fr1 Advantage".  Normally 

a quick sprinter stretching to a route will have a considerable edge in its Fr1 rating.  I rated the 

"Advantage" as a 1.00 fps edge or more over the second rank.  We'll discuss and test that later in the 
article.  For now, let's return to the 'Fr1 60' and sprinters. 
 

We noted on the previous page the considerable drop in profits for typical Fr1 horses.  The "60" is a great 

way to improve the ROI with Fr1.  The new filters in Robot2 that allow you to test this are: 
 

 Fr1 60 

 Fr1 60 Solo 
 

The first filter finds any horse with an Fr1 rating of 60.00 fps or higher.  There can be more than one in 
the same race.  The "Solo" filter finds those that are the only one in their field. 
 

We'll look at the results in detail on the next page with analysis.   
 

To conclude this page I want to document for you the rarity of these Fr1 60 ratings.  My test sample 

found close to 400,000 horses entered in sprint races with a Fr1 rating.  Just 15,520 were rated at 60.00 

fps or higher.  That's about 1 in 25 or 4%.  You'll notice that I did not restrict my test this time to purses 
under $10k as is normal in the newsletter.  That's because Fr1 is an excellent universal handicapping 

factor and especially potent at minor tracks where 'cheap speed' often rules.  As you'll see with the test 

results, spot play potential is abundant and these horses can be bet with confidence at smaller tracks. 
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Handicapping with HTR 

Fr1 - Can we Still Profit? 

 

'Fr1 60' and 'Fr1 60 Solo' Test Results 
 

Let's hope the "60" is a game changer for Fr1.  Win% is acceptable statistically with this data because ties 
are rare with Fr1.  Keep in mind that "Fr1 60" is a Sprint race factor only in HTR. 

 
 "Fr1 60"      Sprints    Mar 2010 - Feb 2011 

Item               Plays      Win   ITM    WROI  PROI  SROI    AvgWin   I.V. 
 

All                15529      19%   47%    0.88  0.86  0.86     $9.40   1.54 
 

Fr1=1              10197      20%   48%    0.91  0.88  0.87     $9.00   1.66 

Fr1=2               3590      16%   44%    0.82  0.82  0.83    $10.10   1.35 
 

Dirt Sprint        11212      19%   47%    0.87  0.86  0.86     $9.40   1.54 

Turf Sprint         1032      15%   43%    0.79  0.83  0.83    $10.40   1.35 

Wet Dirt Sprint     2366      20%   49%    0.89  0.82  0.88     $9.10   1.56 

Artif Sprint        1009      19%   44%    0.97  0.87  0.81    $10.30   1.53 
 

Analysis 

Almost all "Fr1 60" plays are Fr1=1,2 ranks as well.  But there were several races with three or more of 
them.  Recall the overall ROI for Fr1=1 is down to about 0.84, so the "60" gives Fr1=1 a nice boost to 

about 0.91 ROI with over 10,000 plays. 
 

 

Fr1 60 Solo 

The results with "Fr1 60" and Fr1=1 are promising.  So we may get better results by isolating the races 

that have a single runner showing Fr1 >= 60.00 fps.  All of these "solo" horses will be Fr1=1 as well. 
 

"Fr1 60 Solo"      Sprints    Mar 2010 - Feb 2011 

Item               Plays      Win   ITM    WROI  PROI  SROI    AvgWin   I.V. 
 

All                 6680      21%   49%    0.94  0.90  0.88     $8.90   1.73 
 

Dirt Sprint         4679      21%   50%    0.93  0.90  0.88     $8.80   1.74 

Turf Sprint          417      17%   41%    1.05  0.98  0.92    $12.20   1.52 

Wet Dirt Sprint      941      23%   52%    0.84  0.83  0.87     $7.30   1.79 

Artif Sprint         643      23%   47%    1.08  0.92  0.95    $10.00   1.68 
 

Analysis 

Dramatic improvement when the "Fr1 60" horse is the only one in its field ("solo").  Now we have 

something to work with to improve both Win rate and ROI with Fr1. 
 

If you have spot plays with Fr1 as a component, be sure to try them using these new filters.  This would 
also be a good one to test with other PL modes.  Something interesting happens with the data results using 

"Fr1 60 Solo" filter - many of the negative items show excellent ROI.  Look at the list - 
 

 Chronic Losers:  2.18 ROI (176 plays) 

 Bad Trainer:  0.97 ROI (1057) 

 Bad T+J:  1.22 ROI (192) 

 Bad PED:  1.27 ROI (165) 

 Weak Fr3:  1.02 ROI (2204) 

 K=8,9:  1.50 ROI (368) 
 

This is classic Fr1 as we knew it in the 1990s - defying all handicapping convention.  Look at the great 

results with "Weak Fr3", indicating many of these horses look like quitters on paper.  The logic behind 

the "60" is that it takes extraordinary talent to run that fast and eventually they are going to spring a win. 
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Handicapping with HTR 

Fr1 Advantage  –  Fr1 Dominant 
 

Two additional items have been added to Robot2 for testing Fr1.  They are found in the Tour/Special 

module. 
 

1. Fr1 Advantage 

2. Fr1 Dominant 
 

Fr1 Advantage 

This one is applicable to routes as well as sprints.  The "Dominant" is a top ranked Fr1 that has an edge of 

at least 1.00 feet-per-second over the second rank.  Example: 
 

HorseA  -  59.98 

HorseB  -  58.83 ( -1.15 fps) 
 

HorseA would be considered an "Fr1 Advantage" play as he has a 1.15 fps edge on the 2nd rank.  My 

experience with 'gaps' and 'differentials' with velocity numbers has been disappointing.  Rankings are 

much more productive, regardless of the amount of advantage.  However, Fr1 is always the special one in 

the velocity realm, so it is worth a try to test your spot plays that utilize Fr1 with this filter.  Also, I was 
looking for a way to capture the "Fr1 60" type horses with route races, and this may help. 

 
(Corrected includes races into Mar 2011) 

Fr1 Advantage     All Races    Mar 2010 - Feb 2011  

Item Plays Win ITM WROI PROI SROI AvgWin I.V. 
 

Play All-- 14155 2896 49% 0.90 0.88 0.87  $8.80 1.64 
 

Dirt Sprin  6441  497 53% 0.88 0.90 0.89  $7.60 1.86 

Dirt Route  2267  397 46% 0.83 0.84 0.85  $9.50 1.38 

Turf Sprin   700  121 46% 0.99 0.95 0.94 $11.50 1.46 

Turf Route  1298  146 30% 0.85 0.75 0.74 $15.10 1.01 

Wet Sprint  1197  278 54% 0.89 0.86 0.88  $7.70 1.78 

Wet Routes   517  114 51% 0.92 0.92 0.90  $8.30 1.62 

Artf Sprin  1187  258 51% 1.00 0.87 0.86  $9.20 1.69 

Artf Route   548   85 42% 1.11 1.01 0.84 $14.40 1.18 
 

Analysis 

Good news and bad news.  Overall the stats show a healthy rise.  The "advantage" plays improve Turf 

Sprints and Artificial races to profitable levels and get many more winners in the key category Dirt 

Sprints.  The bad news is that with Dirt and Turf routes, there was no improvement.  The reason is 
probably due to how conspicuous these Fr1 plays look on paper, often a sprinter stretching out and 

everyone knows they will get the lead.   

 
Fr1 Dominant 

I wanted to combine additional factors and 'Fr1 Advantage' (above) into a productive spot play.  I won't 

reveal the exact parameters, but you can probably figure them out.  Look at the results below, with a few 
tweaks and eliminating negatives, it should provide a positive ROI. 
 

Fr1 Advantage     All Races    Mar 2010 - Feb 2011 

Item               Plays      Win   ITM    WROI  PROI  SROI    AvgWin   I.V. 
 

All                 3785      26%   56%    0.97  0.92  0.90     $7.40   2.00 
 

$$                  1398      13%   37%    1.06  0.96  0.88    $16.90   1.01 

Not ITM Last        2135      23%   51%    1.05  0.95  0.90     $9.00   1.79 
 

Analysis 

A significant rise in all statistical categories and a healthy play count of 3785.  I displayed a couple of 

items above that showed good ROI: "Not ITM Last" and "$$".  These horses pay best when their last start 

looks lousy.  Dirt Routes tested poorly again, but the filter improved the Turf Routes considerably. 
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Software Updates 

Robot2 Major Update  –  HTR2 Minor Bug Fixes 

 
HTR2 

Nothing major, but I fixed a few printing errors as well as a strange and obscure bug discovered by a user 

(thank you!) with the KMS rating.  This will likely be the last upgrade to HTR2 prior to our summer 
seminar.  Suggestions are welcome. 

 

Robot2 

There are lots of additions to Robot2 "March 10" version.  They are all found in the Tour/Special.  In fact, 
I had so many good suggestions and filter suggestions that I had to stop working on them and will save 

the others for the next update this summer.  Please continue to send in your suggestions, sorry if your 

filter didn't make it into this version. 
 

 Tour/Special Module / Fr1 Special section.  This was described on pages 4-9 herein.  The four 

new filters are (1) Fr1 60; (2) Fr1 60 Solo; (3) Fr1 Advantage; (4) Fr1 Dominant. 
 

 Tour/Special Module / Match Last Race section.  These filters are used to find matches to the 

horse's last start / workout as follows = 
 

1. Track.  Will only locate horses that last ran at today's track. 
2. Distance.  Horse's last start must match today's exact distance. 

3. Surface.  Last start must match today's surface exactly. 

4. Last Workout Track.  The horse's last workout track must be the same as today's track. 
 

I hesitated to provide these filters for several reasons that I describe on our Robot2 Discussion Forum.  

Please read the link below for further discussion on these types of filters. 
 

http://homebased2.com/forums/showthread.php?p=98080#post98080 
 

 Tour/ Special module:  Purse 25k+ This filter raises the purse minimum to $25,000.   
 

 Tour/ Special module:  Starter Races.  This provides a filter to isolate Starter Allowance or 

Starter Handicap races (STR, SHC).  These races are caught in between claiming and allowance.  
Although the horses cannot be claimed, they have to meet conditions of past claiming 

competition to enter.  You can separate and test them with this filter.   
 

Spot Play Ideas 
Let's try a spot play using some of the new items above.  I want to find out if K=1 is improved with a 

strict set of previous race requirements and a higher purse value. 
 

1. Match Last Track 

2. Match Last Surface 

3. Match Last Distance 
4. Purse 25k+ (higher quality races) 

5. K=1 
 

Plays:  2303 

Wins:  737 (32%) 
ROI:  0.88 
 

Analysis 

Normal K=1 ROI is 0.84 - 0.85.  These parameters give it a slight boost, but at a huge loss in sample size.  

Using all of the "match" items together and restricting to $25,000+ purses cuts a lot of races and horses.  

You may find uses for these filters individually which may improve some of your plays. 

http://homebased2.com/forums/showthread.php?p=98080#post98080
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Review 

Supplements for Energy and Concentration 
 

I have to put a disclaimer here that the information below is my own experience and opinion.  These 

supplements are all available over the counter and are presumed safe for people in good health.  But you 

need to research and consider the risks of putting anything in your mouth.   
 

We are all fascinated with the "zone".  It's that emotional high that comes with consistent winning and 
making all of the right decisions - usually effortlessly.  Every horse bettor has experienced such a hot 

streak and we wish there was a way to enter into it more often.  Concentration, focus and a confident 

attitude seem to be the keys.  When in the "zone" we notice more details and seem to increase our pattern 
recognition skills and have no stress. 
 

That heightened, yet calm mental state that we experience during a winning streak is something many 

people have sought to induce with drugs such as cocaine and even alcohol.  Usually this backfires because 

drugs and liquor inevitably damage us far worse than the benefits.  So my attention turned to safe and 

legal supplements found at any drugstore or at a health food market. 
 

D-Ribose 
If you are over 40, and most of you reading this are (!), your energy levels have begun to decline 

noticeably from time to time.  This may be especially true late in the afternoon.  Fatigue is the killer of 

concentration.  D-Ribose works great for me without the problems of coffee or energy drink jitters or 
headaches.  Read more online about this amazing supplement and see if it might help you.  I take about 10 

grams per day in powder form.  D-Ribose pumps healthy energy to the body's most important muscle - 

the heart.  If you have heart issues, double check with your doctor before using it. 
 

L-Theanine 

This is an amino acid that calms without sleepiness.  It helps you stay on task and hold concentration.  It 
seemed to wane for me after a few weeks so I had to take higher doses (300 mg) to get the same effect.  

Start with 100mg and see if you experience any benefit with it.   
 

Ibuprofen 
Most commonly known as Advil.  I have tried Advil Liquid Gels on my entire family with good results.  
My teenage son's acne has stopped breaking out, and my wife is more relaxed at night and sleeps better.  

In my case it has helped my concentration and memory and keeps me focused.  Ibuprofen has been tested 

successfully in clinical studies for everything from Alzheimer's and Parkinson's disease to chronic back 

pain.  It is a drug though and you need to consider the side effects before taking it.  The maximum dose 
on the label is 1200mg per day in divided doses and that seems to be enough and effective for me.  It 

works by reducing inflammation, including the brain.  Read more online about its potential. 
 

Other Supplements 

I take several other supplements including Vitamin D, Fish Oil and Curcumin.  These have been studied 
and tested for the same reasons as Ibuprofen - they reduce inflammation.  There is a multitude of positive 

and protective effects on your brain and body if you can cool down the friction and heat going on inside 

you.  There are no side effects with moderate doses of these natural supplements.  But these require 
longer term use to become effective.  The three I listed above are the ones that work the day you take 

them.   
 

Be safe, read more and start at low doses with any new supplements.  Hopefully you can find something 

to improve your handicapping, concentration and energy levels, and is also healthy. 
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Announcements and Reminders 
 

Seminar 2011 

Our annual seminar is scheduled for 10am Wednesday July 27, 2011 at the Gold Coast 
in Las Vegas.  The Gold Coast tournament follows on July 28-30.  As of this writing I 
have not yet signed the final contracts with the hotel, but I do not anticipate any 
changes from the previous meetings in terms of the banquet facility, seating, etc.  I will 
continue to post announcements on the discussion forums as information becomes 
available.   
 

 
Software Updates 
 

Click on the link below to get the latest versions - including March 10 Robot2.  It is 
always wise to reboot the computer prior to initiating a new installation/upgrade, as 
Windows does not like to overwrite executable files that have been in use recently.  
Restarting the computer will clear the memory.  When prompted, click on ”RUN” instead 
of “Save” to begin the installer, and let it work from the internet rather than on your 
computer. 
 
http://htr.horsedata.com/HTR_Protected/dnl/HTR2TourMaxvelRobot2Setup.exe  
 
 
 

HTR   Handicapping Tech & Research 
 

Voicemail:  714-366-1HTR 

Email:  kmsoft@earthlink.net 

HTR website (software updates): www.htr2.com 

 www.homebased2.com/km 

 
HTR Report is an on-line newsletter and is published bi-monthly; it is available in the HTR Subscriber 

Zone around the 10
th

 of the month.  Monthly subscribers can view the current newsletter for no charge on-

line, Adobe Reader software (free) required.  Past issues over a year old are available in our website 
archive library. 

 
Products and services from KM Software 

HTR Unlimited Download: $119/mo unlimited access, all tracks. 
HTR Software Complimentary, no fee for updates. 

Bi-Monthly HTR Newsletter Current Issue is included with monthly subscription for members only. 

 Archives of Past Issues are available on the HTR2.com website. 

http://htr.horsedata.com/HTR_Protected/dnl/HTR2TourMaxvelRobot2Setup.exe
mailto:kmsoft@earthlink.net
http://www.htr2.com/
http://www.homebased2.com/km

