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Seminar 2012 
Gold Coast Seminar 2012 Summary 

 

A great turnout of about 50 HTR members attended this year's seminar at the Gold Coast Hotel banquet 
room on July 25.  Big thanks to all that made the trip, especially those that had to travel by air across the 
country and deal with the ever-present flight delays. We had a late scratch and it was big one. Don 
Nadermann, who has been presenting at our seminars for many years, was driving out from Iowa when 
his car broke down near Denver. The delay was too much and he had to turn around for home and never 
made it to Vegas. We missed Donnie's excellent teaching and hope that he will return in 2013. Kudos to 
John B. and Pam, John O., Rick, and Herman for helping me organize. We are grateful to race manager 
Carol Boyd and the Gold Coast Hotel for hosting our event.  
 
In Donnie's absence Mike Mayo and I took up the slack and spent a little more time on our topics. We 
appreciate Mike for improvising on our schedule change. He put together a neat little contest and we 
awarded $350 in prize money (Donnie's seminar fee!), which was won by Judy Wagner. I used my extra 
time in the morning to show examples from the new "Improvement" rating found in HTR-Tour (see page-
10) and to elaborate on the E-book in the afternoon. 
 
This year, for the first time, I printed the E-books with a soft cover as a handout. The book is titled 
"Progressive Pace Handicapping" and was the theme of my seminar presentations. If you did not attend 
the seminar, you can get a PDF copy online from Rick by clicking the link on the back page. You need to 
read this book so that you have the latest information and my observations on key facets of pace 
handicapping. There are mechanical methods with the velocity ratings and statistics to back them up.   
The last pages are an advanced treatment of the race-PAC-PER numbers, and we discuss how to interpret 
race-shape and various running styles, along with early race moves 
 
A seminar affords an opportunity to speak frankly about various aspects of handicapping and the game of 
horse racing. Mike spoke at length about the importance of tournaments as a social event. They are a good 
way to bring new people to the game - and heaven knows we need new blood to attend the sport. We gave 
our opinions about the NTRA/NHC and so did some of the audience.   
 
I opened the seminar by talking about the importance of understanding why longshots win. It is primarily 
due to improvement, not current form. A new rating was introduced and demonstrated and it is now 
available to all of our members in the [Price Scan] option within HTR-Tour. It is called the 
"Improvement" rating and is an eye opener, as discussed in detail starting on page-4. 
 
In the afternoon we discussed many vital aspects of pace handicapping. You can read about all of it in the 
E-book "Progressive Pace Handicapping" which covers topics ranging from Fr1 angles to race-PAC-PER 
power moves. If you are able to master the last part of the booklet, you'll be at the top of your game in 
terms of understanding thoroughbred workload and why many horses are more talented than they appear 
on paper.   
 
My goal with the seminar group is always to offer something that is immediately useful in handicapping 
and daily betting, as well as stimulate new ideas for the group to look into on their own. I think we 
accomplished all of that this year and our full membership will reap the benefits as well. We hope 
everyone reading this will consider attending the seminar in 2013, it is well worth your time. The seminar 
date will be announced around February of next year.  
 
The Gold Coast tournament followed our event the next day and about 27 of us from the seminar were in 
action.  It wasn't a banner year for HTR this time, but one member, Hadj Thomas did crack the top-10 
(8th) and picked up some nice cash - congratulations to Hadj! 
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E-Book 2012 
E-Book 2012     Progressive Pace Handicapping 

 

Check the back page for the link to acquire this year's E-Book titled "Progressive Pace Handicapping". It 
is a 30-page comprehensive guide to using and analyzing HTR pace factors in your handicapping. The 
information ranges from systematic approaches with Fr1 to sophisticated analysis of the race-PAC-PER 
ratings. The book was written with two key goals in mind --- 
 

1. Practical and immediate usage. Reading about the concepts and theories with pace handicapping 
can be absorbing and fascinating but if it cannot be applied directly to our daily play, then it is an 
intellectual exercise only. I wanted the information in the e-book to be useful as soon as you 
finished reading it. The advanced section in the back will require time and examination of 
running lines to gain expertise, but the effort will be rewarded. 

 
2. The book discusses a brief history of velocity methodology and the boon created by HTR with 

Fr1 longshots. That era is over though and we have to accept that profits and ROI are no longer 
effortless with Fr1 (or anything else).   Today we need to use a diverse combination of factors to 
achieve positive results. The book details which factors work best in tandem with the velocity 
ratings.  

 
Pace Scan Based on E-Book Material  
To help with (1) above, a new software menu option titled [Pace Scan] is now available in HTR-Tour and 
HTR-Tablet versions starting with August 2012. See page-10 for more information on the software. The 
installation link is on the back page.    
 
The purpose of the Pace Scan readout is to isolate the elements from the E-Book for evaluation. 
 

• All Fr1=1 horses are identified and rated and key tandem factors listed.  HTR users should 
acquire the habit of knowing the Fr1=1 play in every race.  This will benefit your pattern 
recognition skills.  Pattern recognition and intuition gained from watching Fr1=1 plays run is 
indispensable for your success a pace handicapper. 

  
• Additional positive velocity spot plays from the E-Book are listed when applicable. Pace 

handicapping focuses primarily on identifying the race leader(s) and predicting the front speed 
impact. There are many valuable pace plays from other velocity components that do not require 
a front-runner or even early speed.  

 
• The Last Running Line for all horses shown with race-PAC-PER and race shape designations. 

This has several purposes including locating horses that are better than they look on paper. The 
opposite can also be uncovered with low-odds horses that are not as good as they may appear 
from the last finish or speed figures. Horses that faced tougher competition in their last start are 
often good overlays and can be spotted quickly with this screen. 

 
My hope with the Pace Scan is that HTR users will begin to think more about these potential plays that 
they might have missed in the past. Pace handicapping works best when seeking out underrated horses, 
usually runners that worked hard early in the race but did not finish well. Don't judge talent or ability 
based solely on the finish position from past-performance lines. Thoroughbreds with high early speed 
have enormous amounts of energy to burn. If the horse can be taught to conserve some of that power to 
the stretch run, they eventually will become a productive race horse. The E-Book discusses this in detail. 
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Handicapping with HTR-Tour 
Improvement Rating  

 
Price Scan / Improve Rating 
The [Price Scan] menu option is available starting with the Aug. 17, 2012 version of HTR-Tour. Price 
Scan was previously available in HTR-Tablet. Latest update to Price Scan adds the Improve rating ("Yes 
= n") to the far right column.   
 
Why Longshots Win 
At the seminar this year, the morning session was devoted to identifying live longshots. We all know 
from experience and common sense that horses which are in good form with top speed ratings and recent 
good finishes, are going to get heavily bet by the public. The primary reason why most longshots win is 
that they IMPROVE - often dramatically - from their recent efforts. The worse the horse looks on paper, 
the higher the odds and that works in our favor with the improvement factor because the public is blinded 
by their allegiance to recent speed figures and form cycle. 
 
Thoroughbreds are mentally and physically fragile. If a horse possesses talent, but runs poorly a couple of 
times, the public is not forgiving and usually dismisses them at high odds next outing. Our goal is to 
uncover clues that alert us when the horse is ready to move forward. Hopefully its mental problems have 
been solved or its physical health is improving.   
 
HTR has several key elements that identify potential improving horses AFTER their last start is over.  
Here is a partial list. Note that 100% of the items listed below occurred since the horse’s last race. 
 

• Razor Sharp Workouts (Razors are only flagged since the last start) 
• Trainer Change to Top Trainer, Hot Trainer, or positives such as Claim /Juice / Fresh 
• Jockey Switch to Hot Jock, Top Jock or return to a rider that has previously won with the horse. 
• Equipment change (bo or bx) or Lasix addition (L1, L2) 
• Gelded 
• Surface and/or Distance switch that raises the PED or FT rating 

 
Notice that none of the items above have anything to do with the horse's last running line. This gives us a 
big edge on most bettors that are obsessed with recent finish and speed figures. In addition to the above, 
the HTR factors such as $$ and Tour combine multiple clues to potential improvement and should not be 
left out of the equation for improvement. 
 
Simply identifying these factors out of context has limited effectiveness though. It is a specific factor 
bundle that needs to be quantified to get results. The factor selection for the Improve rating is not 
arbitrary.  The elements that show up the most are those that have the greatest statistical potency.  Razor 
Sharp workouts are particularly productive when added to a "recipe" of handicapping factors because they 
enhance virtually any set of data tested. 
 
Combining diverse proprietary factors together allows us to maintain an edge on other bettors. The more 
obscure the rating combination, the less likely other players will pick up on it. That's why the Improve 
rating is composed of factors that are not part of the past-performances and running lines.    
 
The (K) rank is a valuable ally with the Improve rating. It enables us to quickly make a realistic 
assessment of how much has to be overcome for the improving horse. Turn to the next page for an 
example of how the K ranking is used in tandem with the Improve rating. 
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Handicapping with HTR-Tour 
Improvement Rating 

 
Let's look at a mythical field to help us understand how the Improve rating plays out. 
 
Horse      K-rank     MLO    Odds     Improve 
Batman        1       2/1     7/5        
Spiderman     2       5/2     3/1 
Pokeman       3       6/1     7/2      Yes-2 
Superman      4       8/1     9/1      Yes-5 
Aquaman       5      12/1    20/1      Yes-1 
 

Discussion 
Top two ML favorites (Batman / Spiderman) don't receive a Yes rating. They are already obvious as the 
horses to beat, and we are using the improvement to rating to find out if we can overcome them with 
higher odds horses. However, a hot-key will allow you to see their Yes ratings if desired. Press <Y> while 
looking at the [Price Scan] screen. 
 
Pokeman has a "Yes-2" rating and is ranked 3rd in this field with the (K). The "2" means he has two 
factors in his favor that project a 'move up' from his (K) position. He has a big shot at the win and may be 
able to defeat the top two. The problem is that the public senses this also and they have bet him from 6/1 
ML down to 7/2 odds.  No value. 
 
Superman looks like a great play to overcome his 4th-ranking with the (K). He has five positive-
improvement factors going for him and that is an extra strong indicator of a renewed effort. At 9/1 he 
stands a great shot at beating the three ahead of him and running a big race. 
 
Aquaman has a single improvement factor, but that probably isn't enough to overcome the other four, two 
of whom we are projecting considerable improvement. Even at 20/1, he is a stab. 
 
Too Much of a Good Thing 
As with the "$$" rating, some fields are loaded with "Yes" horses and others have only one or two.   
When the field is full of them, it is often a sign of a quality field as the majority will have excellent 
pedigrees, workouts and connections. Races with a lot of "Yes" ratings may appear confusing due to the 
sheer number of potential improving horses, but it also means that the favorites are in deep water because 
they are going to have to beat a field of runners with high potential which appear to be ready to move up 
on them.  This presents an opportunity to 'toss' the chalk and spread in the exotics. It can also be a green-
light for tournament and longshot players to take a stab.   
 
Improve Rating Specs 
As viewed in HTR-Tour software / [Price Scan], the Improve (Yes) ratings are NOT displayed for 
following horses = 
 

• Top-2 MLO ranks. 
• Any horse with MLO 4/1 or less. 
• Any horse with a zero Improve score. 

 
Blanking the Improve rating from these horses removes screen clutter and helps us to focus on the higher 
odds plays that have the most 'move up' potential.    
 
Some users may want to view the Improve rating for every horse.  The HTR2 program displays the "raw" 
Improve rating for all entrants on the [KM] screen and sends it to a data file from the HX4 export.  See 
page-11 for more information on the HTR2 update.    
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Handicapping with HTR-Tour 
Improvement Rating / Data Test 

 

Next we take a look at an interesting test with the 'Improve' rating and find out if those Yes designations 
have a genuine impact in terms of moving horses up and showing improvement.   
 
One thing to keep in mind is that an improvement rating is not always a win prediction. Horses can 
improve their standing and beat their odds without winning.  A 30/1 shot that is ranked 7th (K) and shows 
Yes-3 would be a great inclusion in the trifecta/superfecta, but the chances for a win are probably still 
remote. If the horses finishes 3rd, then the rating certainly offered important clues to a 'move up' value 
play for the exotics.   
 
To test the Yes rating thoroughly, we'll create a benchmark for all horses with a particular K-ranking.  
Then we will look at each numeric level of the "Yes-x" improvement factors to find out if the results are 
enhanced and horses are improving their standing.   
 
I chose K=5 as the test subject for this test benchmark. Look at the overall stats for K=5 below. Notice the 
Win rate = 8%; ITM = 33%; Win-ROI = 0.74. Average odds on a K=5 runner are about 10/1 with the 
average winner paying about 8/1. Why are the results with K=5 so mediocre?  The answer is that top-4 
(K) account for about 75% of all winners. That leaves slim pickings for the other K rankings 5 thru 9. So 
our goal with the YES Improve rating is to locate underrated horses at each level of the (K). 
 
This test looked at 365-days of data, all races, from August 2011 thru July 2012.   Purse $10k+. 
 
K=5    All Races  Purse $10,000+ 
Item      Plays    Win   ITM   WROI    AvgWin    High    I.V. 
 

All       34504    08%   33%   0.74    $17.70    $120    0.68 
 

Yes-0     17838    07%   31%   0.67    $18.60    $97     0.59 
Yes-1      7522    09%   33%   0.78    $17.30    $120    0.72 
Yes-2      4219    10%   35%   0.85    $17.40    $63     0.79 
Yes-3      3243    10%   35%   0.80    $16.80    $43     0.76 
Yes-4      1248    11%   36%   0.90    $16.10    $31     0.89 
Yes-5+      434    13%   43%   0.91    $14.30    $52     1.00    
   
Analysis 
Notice first the diminished results with Yes = 0.  A K=5 runner without any improvement factors actually 
dips down statistically from its K=5 standing.  Starting with Yes=2 we begin to see improvement in the 
benchmark and it is considerable at Yes-4 and up. The good news is that the average win price does not 
drop radically as the Improve ratings increase and that means the public is not acutely aware of them. The 
bad news is that with Yes-3 or more, the number of longshots is reduced. So we can conclude that the 
higher Improve ratings do attract some attention with the public or perhaps more betting action with 
insiders that also recognize the horse is better than shown.  
 
In future issues of this newsletter I'll run more complete statistics and a future Robot2 version will now 
allow you to perform more thorough testing on your own. I'm sure this rating will find a 'sweet spot' and 
inclusion in many spot plays. Export users will also get the rating in HTR2/HX4. 
 
At the very least, the Improve rating is a reliable mechanism to alert that something positive is happening 
with the horse since the last start. This is a vital clue for potential price plays in all aspects of your betting. 
Again, use the Improve rating to project a 'move up', but not necessarily a win.      
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Handicapping with HTR 
PED Rating in Depth 

 

This month and in the next issue we'll devote a considerable portion of the newsletter to the HTR 
pedigree rating (PED) and its associated rating (FT) for horses making their debut or switching to a new 
surface or distance. The PED is a surprisingly good rating considering it has nothing to do with the 
horse’s own past-performance. The PED is the accumulation of statistics from the horse's Sire and Dam-
Sire based on performance of all its siblings over many years. If the PED rating can produce a significant 
win percentage, it should have a potentially good ROI because the public rarely uses breeding as the main 
reason for betting. 
 
For these tests I have separated the PED into small categories and tested a full year of data with Purse 
$10,000+.    
 

Turf Route / Alw / Stakes Only  (non-Maiden, non-Claiming) 
Let's begin with a test of Turf Routes with quality horses to reveal the PED.  
 
PED Range        Plays    Win  ITM     WROI    AvgWin   High    I.V. 
 
PED 050-099      00119    08%  25%     0.96    $22.8    $55     0.76       
PED 100-149      00310    06%  26%     0.74    $22.9    $112    0.60       
PED 150-199      00825    07%  27%     0.53    $16.1    $88     0.59 
PED 200-249      01876    10%  31%     0.75    $15.2    $143    0.90       
PED 250-299      02469    11%  33%     0.70    $13.2    $124    0.95 
PED 300-349      02309    12%  34%     0.83    $13.8    $139    1.08       
PED 350-399      02017    13%  37%     0.84    $12.9    $98     1.15       
PED 400-449      01710    13%  39%     0.73    $11.7    $112    1.11       
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PED 450-499      00930    13%  39%     0.85    $13.4    $163    1.13       
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PED 500-549      00698    13%  37%     0.64    $9.7     $27     1.15       
PED 550-599      00447    17%  43%     0.86    $10.3    $83     1.50       
PED 600-699      00400    17%  44%     1.18    $13.9    $84     1.51 
PED 700-799      00160    11%  41%     0.51    $9.6     $50     0.91       
PED 800-899      00101    18%  44%     1.54    $17.1    $150    1.54       
PED 900-990      00282    17%% 41%     0.84    $10.1    $33     1.48       
 

Analysis 
Reminder that this data is from Turf Routes (7.5f - 14.0f) for non-maiden and non-claiming horses 
entered at Stakes or Allowance conditions with a purse of $10,000 or more.    
 
Unlike many other ratings in HTR, we don't see the top-to-bottom perfect correlation with results in the 
data. There is a trend to be spotted with the Win% and I.V. and to some extent the ROI, but there are rises 
and dips throughout. That's because the PED rating is not performance related in relation to an individual 
horse, but the composite of its parents - a far more inexact science. 
 
Why did the 050-099 range produce such good results, especially with the ROI? The reason may be that 
the lower level is often composed of small sample young sires or unknown sires from overseas with 
limited data.   
 
The 450 range is highlighted in the middle of the chart as the dividing line for a significant or strong 
pedigree for today's conditions. Recall that the HTR PED rating is based on specific Distance/Surface 
statistics. That means every horse will have a different PED rating depending on the distance/surface 
conditions today. If the PED reaches 450 it is a solid indicator that the horse's siblings have been 
successful in the past at the same distance/surface as today's race.    
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Handicapping with HTR 
PED Rating in Depth 

 

Stretchout (Sprint to Route) on Grass 
A demanding transition for any racehorse is to move from a sprint (any surface) to a Turf Route.  The 
pace, stamina, and final fraction requirements are dramatically different from the previous start at the 
sprint distance.  This puts a premium on pedigree for the handicapper that is assessing the chances for the 
stretchout runner.  Let's look at the statistics with the full range of the PED --   
 
Stretchout (Any Sprint to Route Turf)   Purse $10k+ 
PED Range        Plays    Win  ITM     WROI    AvgWin   High    I.V. 
 
All 050-990      07403    07%  28%     0.73    $16.8    $173    0.83 
 
PED 050-099      00166    05%  18%     0.39    $16.1    $35     0.45       
PED 100-149      00347    08%  24%     0.97    $25.0    $112    0.75       
PED 150-199      00796    07%  23%     0.49    $14.7    $50     0.63 
PED 200-249      01389    07%  25%     0.62    $18.8    $173    0.64       
PED 250-299      01315    08%  27%     0.70    $17.6    $154    0.76 
PED 300-349      01142    09%  30%     0.71    $16.6    $139    0.81       
PED 350-399      00807    10%  30%     0.73    $14.8    $138    0.93       
PED 400-449      00589    12%  32%     0.79    $13.3    $52     1.12       
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PED 450-499      00354    14%  31%     1.02    $15.0    $163    1.29       
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PED 500-549      00211    10%  33%     1.09    $20.9    $155    0.98       
PED 550-599      00108    15%  44%     0.84    $11.4    $27     1.36       
PED 600-990      00179    15%  42%     1.41    $19.9    $150    1.40 
  

Analysis 
The highest PED levels had less than 100 plays each so I lumped them together (600 - 990). Notice the 
overall dismal results when horses move from Sprint to Turf Route.  The ROI and Impact Value (I.V.) are 
very low for the grass stretchout horses (0.73 and 0.83) as it is such a difficult adjustment to make.  But as 
the PED reaches the 450 level, results change dramatically and the I.V. rises over 1.00 and the ROI is 
excellent. Obviously the horses with the best pedigree ratings for Turf Route have a major advantage with 
the stretchout move and the public does not seem to be tuned into it. Those with the lowest PED ratings 
below 400 are in serious difficulty and they don't even get into the trifecta very often (ITM below 30%).   
 
FTS / Turf Route (7.0f - 14.0f)  Purse $10,000 
Trainers that enter a FTS into a Turf Route (sometimes a non-maiden race) are probably doing so for one 
of two reasons: (1) The horse's pedigree is overwhelmingly tilted in favor of the move, so they don't waste 
time prepping under any other conditions (2) The horse has no early speed and simply can't keep up with 
a normal pace on the dirt or artificial surface or in a sprint. Talented thoroughbreds with stamina, but 
without early speed, are called "one run" types as they can only win by grinding it out and passing tired 
horses late which works best on grass. The raw number of FTS’ entered in Turf Routes is relatively small, 
so a simple '450' separation will suffice here. 
 
FTS Turf Route   Purse $10k+ 
PED Range        Plays    Win  ITM     WROI    AvgWin   High    I.V. 
 
PED 050-450      00939    07%  21%     0.73    $24.5    $118    0.61 
PED 450-990      00245    12%  24%     1.40    $23.7    $137    1.23 
 
Analysis 
We see a huge difference in the results with the PED "450" separation for a horse making its debut in a 
Turf Route.  It's very difficult to win at first asking in a grass route, but enough of the PED 450+ get 
home on top to produce a profit. Those below PED 450 rarely ever succeed.   
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Handicapping with HTR 
PED Rating in Depth 

 

First Try Turf - Route / Not a FTS 
While it is rare for a thoroughbred to begin its career in a Turf Route, most horses that have shown some 
competitiveness or have won a dirt/poly route, will eventually try the turf course because the purses are 
higher and running on grass is safer and easier on the legs.   
 
Let's make clear what we are testing here: (1) the horse has never run on the grass before. (2) The horse's 
first try on grass is also a route (7.0f - 14.0f).  I include 7.0 and 7.5f turf races as a 'route' because they are 
run around two-turns on most turf courses. Horses that had previously run in a Turf Sprint are NOT 
included in this study. Turf Sprint angles require an entirely different data examination. FTS are not 
included in this sample. We want to test the PED rating with experienced horses that are brand new to 
grass and happened to enter a route in their first turf attempt.  
    
First try on Turf - Route   Purse $10k+ 
PED Range        Plays    Win  ITM     WROI    AvgWin   High    I.V. 
 
PED 050-450      04852    07%  24%     0.74    $20.4    $205    0.70 
PED 450-990      00547    12%  31%     0.94    $16.4    $117    1.12 
 
Analysis 
Horses making their first career start on grass and in a route are in big trouble if the pedigree does not 
endorse the transition to grass. Those with a PED 450+ don't win very often (12%), but they pay pretty 
well (average $16.40 Win) and almost produce a flat bet profit.   
 
Turf to Dirt/Wet/Artificial 
This is an angle that has been touted by handicapping authors and experts for 30 years or more. In theory, 
the grass horse changing surface may have greater stretch punch and stamina. It is also assumed that turf 
runner have healthier legs because the softer grass is easier on the joints. The data below is based on 
testing all horses that last raced on the turf at any distance and then switched to another surface next 
outing. The vast majority had last run in a turf route.   
 
Turf to Dirt/Wet/Artificial    Purse $10k+ 
Item                Plays    Win  ITM   WROI    AvgWin   High    I.V. 
 

All                 18586    13%  38%   0.74    $11.5    $221    1.05 
 

Trf to Drt Spr      06082    12%  36%   0.73    $11.9    $147    1.01         
Trf to Drt Rte      04670    13%  39%   0.70    $11.1    $221    1.00 
 

Trf to Wet Spr      01487    13%  37%   0.69    $11.0    $111    1.01 
Trf to Wet Rte      01958    14%  40%   0.68    $9.5     $56     1.06 
 

Trf to Art Spr      02134    13%  37%   0.79    $12.5    $97     1.06 
Trf to Art Rte      02138    15%  40%   0.90    $12.2    $96     1.21 
 

PED 450+            04208    16%  43%   0.82    $10.5    $103    1.25 
 

TRN 400+            00878    27%  60%   0.99    $7.5     $95     2.02 
   
Analysis 
It is a very interesting set of data. First off, the I.V. = 1.05 for the "All" plays tells us that this is 
apparently a "neutral factor" or has no significant value statistically in terms of win prediction. Neutral or 
even low I.V. is acceptable if the ROI is strong. But the ROI in this case is lower than expected and well 
below the takeout and that indicates that most of the winners are over bet. The over betting is particularly 
obvious with the "Wet Dirt" categories. The only positives from this data are horses moving from Turf to 
Artificial Route and "Super Trainers" (TRN rating = 400+). I looked carefully at pedigree and the only 
positive element was the PED 450+ category, but these horses also appear to be mostly underlay with 
average odds under 5/1. Bottom line: the Turf to Dirt angle is an underachiever and is overplayed by the 
public.     
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Software Updates 
HTR-Tour / HTR-Tablet     August 17, 2012 Versions 

 
HTR-Tour 
The HTR-Tour contains the bulk of the new material for the summer update. There are two new options 
and a few other additions. 
 
[Pace Scan] 
This new menu button is found at the top of the main screen in the HTR-Tour program. As mentioned in 
the article about the E-Book, the Price Scan is based entirely on the material in "Progressive Pace 
Handicapping". All top Fr1 plays (Fr1=1) are analyzed with a comment and key factors presented. Other 
velocity plays from the booklet are also listed when applicable. In addition, all horses are shown with 
their last running line and the full compliment of PAC-PER ratings and the race shape. Hopefully this will 
instill the habit of looking over the latest running line for the power moves or 'optical illusions' presented 
in the advanced section of the E-Book. 
 
[Price Scan] 
The Price-Scan screen was originally presented in the HTR-Tablet software. It shows a plethora of details 
to help you locate live longshot plays. Most of the columns should be self-explanatory. 
 
pWin -  Statistical probability of winning based on the K-rating.    
 
PED / FT - displays ratings and symbols only if they are in the 'power zone' for improvement with 
pedigree or first time new surface/distance. 
 
Jky/Trn/T+J - trainer and/or jockey quick comments: "Hot" (on a roll) , "Ice" (slump) or "Yuk" (losing a 
lot of races). 
 
Wk/Rzr - lists critical workout information and ratings, look for RZ (Razor Sharp) tags as they are always 
flagged after the last start. 
 
$$/Tour/OD/Buz/Neg  - Concise list of all the major indicators from Tour in one glance. 
 
Note - various key HTR rankings and ratings posted as applicable 
 
Improve - this is the new one. See page 4 
  
[VEL] 
The standard velocity screen from HTR2 has been added to HTR-Tour to provide more details for pace 
players if needed.    
 
[PPQ]  
A hot-key has been added to toggle the Race-Shape (see E-Book). Press the <r> or <R> from your 
keyboard to replace the race-PAC-PER with the Race-Shape ratings for that running line. Press it again to 
toggle back to the race- PAC-PER ratings. 
 
HTR-Tablet 
Our tablet program already had the [Price Scan] option but now adds the Improve rating to it as well.   
The [Pace Scan] is also available from the Tablet menu with this update. Reminder, the HTR-Tablet 
works best with Windows based tablet computers, but you can search our bbs "Tech" forum for 
information on how to use it with IPad, Android, MAC and others. Windows 8 should provide added 
options for our users to purchase a Tablet unit that will run HTR.    
 
The Tablet version of HTR has large buttons and fonts designed for finger pressing rather than using a 
mouse, but any of the HTR software applications can be run on a tablet. To install HTR-Tablet, go to the 
HTR2 website homepage and click on the menu item at the top for 'Downloads'.  
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Software Updates 

HTR2 / Robot2     August 17, 2012 Versions 
 

HTR2 
 

•  [KM] screen adds the 'raw' Improve rating to section II, far right column "Imprv". 
 

• Improve rating added to HX4 Export,  Field 234, nIMPROVE. 
 

• [PPQ] screen adds the Race-Shape hot-key toggle. Press the letter <r> or <R> while viewing the 
[PPQ] screen and it toggles the race-shape designations with race-PAC-PER.  

 
 
Robot2 
Unable to complete the Robot2 update at this writing.  Look for it in early September.  With many new 
elements to add it is complicated to program.   Here are some of the anticipated new features. 
 

• Adding a separate KLine range filter with precision increments.  
• Adding the Improve rating: Yes = 0 to 7.   
• Adding Last-Start Race Shape elements. 
• Fixed bugs including the "Finished 3rd Last" filter for spot plays. 
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Announcements and Reminders 
 
Next Month 
My apologies for the tardiness of this issue due to the seminar and E-Book priority. We'll 
get back on schedule with the Sep/Oct 2012 edition which is due out in mid-September 
and we will continue with the analysis of the PED rating. 
 
E-Book 2012 
As described on page-4, this year’s E-Book is a must read for pace handicappers.  Here 
is the link to the E-book: 
               http://homebased2.com/km/SeminarEbook.htm 
 
Software Updates 
HTR2, HTR-Tour and HTR-Tablet have new updates with an "August 17, 2012" version 
date (see page 10-11).  Robot2 will be updated in early September.  MaxVel will be 
update in the Fall.  You can always install the latest versions for all of our programs with 
the link below.  Suggested installation method -- 
 
1) Restart the computer or turn it off. After it restarts, don't run any HTR programs 
before clicking the link below. 
 
2) Click the link below (subscriber password required) and then select "RUN" or "OPEN" 
(not Save). Allow the installation to continue by ignoring any Windows warnings by 
clicking "OK", "Continue", "Allow", "Ignore", "Finish", etc. 
 
3) When finished, run the new program and check the date at the top of the opening 
screen to be sure you have the latest version. 
 
http://htr.horsedata.com/HTR_Protected/dnl/HTR2TourMaxvelRobot2Setup.exe  
 
HTR   Handicapping Tech & Research 
 

Voicemail:  714-366-1HTR 
Email:  kmsoft@earthlink.net 
HTR website (software updates): www.htr2.com 
 www.homebased2.com/km 
 
HTR Report is an on-line newsletter and is published bi-monthly, it is available in the HTR Subscriber 
Zone around the 15th of the month.  Monthly subscribers can view the current newsletter for no charge on-
line, Adobe Reader software (free) required.  Past issues over a year old are available in our website 
archive library. 
 
Products and services from KM Software 
HTR Unlimited Download: $119/mo unlimited access, all tracks. 
HTR Software Complimentary, no fee for updates. 
Bi-Monthly HTR Newsletter Current Issue is included with monthly subscription for members only. 
 Archives of Past Issues are available on the HTR2.com website. 

http://homebased2.com/km/SeminarEbook.htm
http://htr.horsedata.com/HTR_Protected/dnl/HTR2TourMaxvelRobot2Setup.exe
mailto:kmsoft@earthlink.net
http://www.htr2.com/
http://www.homebased2.com/km
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