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Year in Review 

The Best of HTR 2014 
 

Happy 2015 to everyone. Let's take a look back at the year 2014 in terms of big winners that were 

tagged by the various HTR ratings. I handpick the list for the most playable tracks and 

circumstances as well as to highlight the power of the various ratings. 
 

Best of the (K) Rating 

Anytime a top rated (K)=1 pays $20 or more it should grab our attention. Last year there were at 

least 35 winners that paid $20 or more that were listed (K)=1. This is really an amazing finding for 

a rating with average odds around 2/1.   
 

 The highest paying K=1 winner of 2014 happened on June 15 during the final summer meet 

at CRC (now renamed GPW). In the 5th race at CRC that day, #6 Irony, the top (K) in a 

field of 8, won handily and paid $41.00. The horse was listed as about 6/1 on both the MLO 

and AML. 
 

 The K110 play of the year though is actually more impressive as a standout and overlay on 

the (K). On June 7 at CD, the 8th race (Gr3) winner, #1, Honey Hues, who paid $29.60 as a 

K110 and K=1 play. Note: the horse's MLO and AML were about 4/1! 

 

HTR=1 at 60/1 

Never taking a backseat to the (K) is the HTR-Consensus rank. The top picks (HTR=1) usually pay 

better than the (K) rating overall and there are many more longshot and bomb winners each year 

including 27 HTR=1 winners that paid over $30 to Win during 2014. 
 

 The high pay HTR=1 of 2014 was a whopper. On Aug. 27 in the 7th at EVD, #5 Royalee 

Bred won the race as the clear HTR=1 selection and paid $124.00. 
 

 The most playable HTR=1 longshot of 2014 was the 10th race victor at WO on Sept. 27. 

The winner paid $45.10 and was top-ranked in several other categories.   

 

KAT Play of the Year 

The KAT rating embodies all of the key positive and improvement factors found in HTR. When the 

KAT score reaches rare air at KAT= 9 or 10, it definitely gets our attention and more so when the 

odds are high. Incredibly, there were no less than 40 KAT=9 or 10 winners in 2014 that paid at least 

$20.00 to Win. One of them becomes our "Longshot of the Year" award winner (below). The other 

KAT play of the year was a FTS ---> 
 

 GP-2nd, January 23; #7 Kulboyz (MLO=8/1, AML=9/2) won at first asking and paid 

$37.20. A giant overlay in a small field considering all the accolades from HTR: KAT=9, 

Double Razor, Fit&Ready, $$, Tour and powerful PED and FT numbers.  

 

Longshot / Overlay of the Year 

For the "Longshot of the Year" award I looked for a winner out of a high profile stakes race at a 

major track and a clear standout on several fronts. It was the 7th at Santa Anita on Saturday May 

10. #7 Top Fortitude (MLO = 6/1, AML=4/1) went off at 30/1, won and paid $62.20. Wow, that 

was a gift for a runner that displayed so much in terms of HTR live longshot factors. 
 

KAT=10; Improve (YES) = 7;   

Top PED (513); Hot PED; 

{Hot Jockey}; {Hot T+J}; 

"$$"; HTR=1; Tour; OD = 70+ 
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Tournaments 

Prep for the Main Events  2015 
 

NHC National Handicapping Championship Jan 23-25, 2015  TI, Las Vegas 
 

HPWS Horseplayer World Series  March 26-28, 2015 Orleans, Las Vegas 

 

Home Run Hitters 

HTR is the home of more than one hundred serious tournament players and spouses. Our 

membership includes the winners of virtually every major contest at one time or another. From our 

Discussion Board / Tournament Forum, we have logged a ton of success stories over the past 15 

years. The feedback from our tourney players has been indispensable as a learning tool and helps 

accelerate greater results for all of us. At the end of this article, I'll review some of the most 

important general aspects of major live contest play, but for now, let's cover the key factors from 

HTR that led to tournament level longshot winners in 2014.   
 

Most of the important live tournament action takes place from Thursday/Friday thru Saturday or 

Sunday and include only the major tracks. So for this study, I broke it down to the following for the 

research - 
 

 Odds 8/1 or more 

 Major Circuits; all the tracks used in national contests 

 Thursday - Sunday only; a unique twist to the study; no races Mon-Wed were tested 

 Purse $10,000 or more only; almost all tournament races have purse $10k+ 

 

Rather than look at winners only, I used Win+Place for the stats as high-value Place (2nd) finishes 

which are critical to your results. Here is the top-10 list from 2014 that mattered the most to HTR 

tournament players. I'll spare you the data and statistics and get right to the prime rib = 

 

#1,2,3  Fr1 -  Dominant / Advantage / 60 (and 60 Solo). 
Was 2014 a comeback year for Fr1 strength? It looks like it. And keep in mind that these items are 

all contributors to "$", "$$", "Tour", "Bomb", "On Demand" (OD), Improve ("Yes=n") and KAT. 

While the bubble has long since burst on generic Fr1 profits, these specialty Fr1 ratings produced 

exclusively for HTR were a key element for longshots during tournament periods last year. Also, 

Fr1 is a critical contender rating in many respects. Horses that contend for the early lead (or better 

yet, control it) are inserting themselves into the body of the race. That's exactly what you want in a 

longshot tournament pick - a horse that will contribute to impacting the outcome. The Fr1 play may 

fade and finish out of the money at long odds, but at least you got a run for your money and 

eventually some of them will get to the finish line in front.  
 

Read the HTR-Pedia if you need a primer on the Fr1 specialty ratings. 
 

#4, 5  KAT (score 6 to 10) and especially Lone KAT 6+ 
There is more to winning a tournament than just picking live longshots. One key to success over the 

competition with optional plays is tagging a winner that few others have used in the contest. That 

was the subject of the 2014 E-Book "The Rookies" (FTS and 2TS) as inexperienced horses are 

seldom played by other tournament contestants. A FTS or 2TS bomb will move you way up in the 

standings. The KAT rating is key to uncovering any longshot with intangibles that improve 

dramatically at any price such as pedigree, workouts and trainer emphasis. KAT = 9 or 10 produced 

the highest impact on the longshot winner studies, but the sample size for the year was under 300 

plays. So it is KAT 6,7,8 that will be more common. Combine a high KAT score with a Fr1 power 

play (see above) and you'll have a dynamite runner to use in the tourney. There is more discussion 

about the KAT later in this newsletter. 
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Tournaments 

Prep for the Main Events  2015 
 

#6   On Demand (OD) 70+ 

This is a strong performance indicator for longshot horses. Many of these will overlap with KAT 

and Fr1 plays, but the OD score helps to solidify the opinion.   
 

#7, 8   Sys2 or Sys3 = 1 
Sys2 relies heavily on Fr1, so the results are quickly understood from our #1 listing above. 

However, Sys3 is a late speed oriented rating. That offers us some diversity for an out-of-the-box 

type longshot play and the odds are usually more generous than early speed ratings. But as you'll 

read below, late runners are generally poor bets at high odds and the live ones tend to finish 2nd and 

3rd far more often than they win. 
 

#9   AML rank = 2 
Note this is the 2nd ranked AML play. See page-4 for more information on this. AML= 2 has great 

results with price picks. Note that AML=2 has the highest longshot ITM% of all the factors tested 

for this study (500 plays or more) with over 31% hitting the board. That's strong, but it also has the 

lowest average Win payoff at about $22. That means most of them are paying between $18 and $25 

to Win, so don't expect too many bombs from an AML overlay. The AML includes the KAT in its 

algorithm and that explains much of the success. 
 

#10   Luck Rating 
A nice surprise for this top-10 list and the Luck rating had the largest sample size of anything tested 

with nearly 3000 plays in a year.  That indicates that Luck is a superstar auxiliary rating. In other 

words, when found in combination with anything else on this list, it enhances the horse's chances 

and your confidence in the bet. 

 

Strikeout Factors 

What about HTR ratings that are the "kiss of death" for horses 8/1 odds and up? The converse to the 

Luck rating is the UL (UnLucky) and it was the king of failure with about 1.4% winners in over 

4000 chances.   Anything related to late speed position has very poor results as well including RS= 

S or R and QP = 0; all with huge numbers of losers. But as mentioned above with Sys3=1, the live 

late runners at high odds will disappoint with many more 2nd and 3rd place finishers than winners. 

Another rating with poor results with longshot is the VI or Volatility Index. When the VI rises to 35 

and up, the longshot winners are few and far between. 

 

Final Thoughts   

We have a massive knowledge base and years of feedback with HTR players at major live 

tournaments since the year 2000. One constant has been the value of holding a play for the final 

tournament race and generally saving bullets for late in the day. This gives you insurance whether 

you are competitive in the standings and can estimate the points needed to pass others or are far 

behind and have to shoot for the moon. At least you'll know what to do and have the ammo to do it. 

Most tournament competitors will grow tired late in the day (because they were up all night 

studying multiple copies of the DRF) and this gives HTR players a major advantage with the all 

important fatigue and stamina issue.  
 

Early speed plays (see Fr1 above) have been the most common thread for major cash won by HTR 

tournament players over the years. Certainly there have been some contest weekends where the 

front runners were crushed and lost every race. But the point that early runners give you more bang 

for the buck cannot be overstated.    
 

Best wishes for skill and momentum to all of our HTR players at the majors this year! 
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Handicapping with HTR 

Analyzing the 2's 
 

Robot3 and MaxVel Modeler updates for 2015 have added rank = 2 for AML and KAT. See page-

10 for full update information. The "theory of the 2s" (second best rank = 2) is based on the 

following suppositions. 

 

 The top-ranked horse (rank=1), with the most handicapping factors will go to post at low 

odds.  Many are favorites and the public seems to have their radar turned up for horses with 

the best pace, class and speed ratings. This can leave the 2nd rank under bet at value odds 

even though it is a solid contender.  
 

 The second ranks win races at a healthy clip and can make superior key horses for exotic 

wagers, spot plays or tournament selections assuming they are not the favorite.  
 

 It is rare to find price plays as the top ranking in any factor. Rank = 2 has a far greater pool 

of live longshots to work with. 
 

Let's discover whether any of this holds water in real time and look for pitfalls with the logic above. 

We start by considering the stalwart (K) rating. Testing the (K) is the perfect vehicle for comparing 

rank=1 vs. 2. Below is the statistical comparison. 
 

All statistics used in this edition of the newsletter comes from the full year 2014 data set with Purse 

$10,000+ as the only filter. 

 
Item     Plays   Win ITM   WROI  PROI  SROI   AvgWin  HIgh   I.V. 
 

(K)=1    33963   32% 67%   0.84  0.85  0.86   $5.30   $41    2.45  

 

(K)=2    33967   21% 58%   0.82  0.83  0.85   $7.70   $45    1.65 

 

Analysis 

Here we see almost identical Play counts, indicating very few ties in the sample. Although the 

second ranks win a lot of races (21%) and pay $2.40 more per winner on average than (K)=1, the 

ROI is still lower. This is a very typical result when comparing 1 with 2 ranks. It overlooks some 

practical racetrack realities from the bettor’s standpoint.    
 

 Some of the (K)=2 were heavily bet and even favorites. We won't be putting money on 

those.  The entire premise of a (K)=2 is finding one that is underplayed and that usually 

happens when the (K)=1 is heavily bet. But if it turns out the public is hammering the 

(K)=2 instead, we would certainly pass on it.     
 

 Some (K)=2 were lower odds than the (K)=1. Again, we would probably skip such horses 

and might even bet on the (K)=1 in that case if the odds were fair. 
 

 Many (K)=2 vs. (K)=3 are closely matched. The 3rd rank would be a more appealing 

choice if the odds are considerably higher than (K)=2 which they typically are. 
 

So we can see a monkey wrench in the data with all the above. As bettors, our main interest would 

be wagering on the horse that offers the most value, not just blindly taking the (K)=2. The (K)=1 or 

(K)=3 will often offer superior value. We can't accurately factor in our real time wagering decisions 

into a large Robot test sample such as this.   
  

Maybe the AML and KAT can help us with the second ranks. Let's look at those in detail on the 

next page and see if we can devise a strategy with the 2's.  
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Handicapping with HTR 

Analyzing the 2's 
 

AML Ranking Discussion 

The AML (Adjusted Morning Line) has proven itself an effective tool and we have documented 

why it is far superior to the traditional Morning Line odds (MLO) in previous newsletters. The 

AML odds are revised after scratches which greatly enhances its value. The horses at the lowest and 

highest ends of the AML are computed with equal precision while the MLO is essentially a public 

relation tool and accuracy is not critical. 
   

The second ranked AML (AML=2) should be an interesting case study. Our goal is to locate solid 

contenders with potential high-value odds. Now and then, we would even expect the AML=2 to rise 

well above its estimate in odds because the public is heavily over betting the favorite.   
 

As we discussed with (K)=2 though, the theory does not always pan out statistically and can even 

be immeasurable if we as bettors have to make intuitive decisions just before post time. 

Nevertheless, let's check out AML= 1 vs. 2 and see if there are any signposts for ROI value that 

would indicate under-betting on the second rank. 
 

All Races  Purse $10,000+   2014 Inclusive 

Item     Plays   Win ITM   WROI  PROI  SROI   AvgWin  High   I.V. 
 

AML=1    35564   33% 68%   0.82  0.85  0.87   $5.00   $42    2.57  

 

AML=2    35577   21% 57%   0.82  0.82  0.86   $7.90   $65    1.61 
 

Analysis / Overall Test 

The AML rankings are not something we would expect to produce a strong ROI. After all, it is 

basically a mirror of the MLO with some clever adjusting to make it more realistic. It is notable that 

the AML=1 and 2 have identical ROI though. It was noted earlier in the article on tournament play 

that AML=2 had a beneficial effect on longshots. More on this on the next page. 
 

The 2015 Robot3 version adds a provocative new filter that may work well with the AML rankings:  

"NO Ties AML=1,2". When using this filter (located in Negatives module) it will ignore races in 

which any of the rank = 1 or 2 showed ties. Let's see how well it works with our AML rankings.    

   
NO Ties AML Rank 1,2 

All Races  Purse $10,000+   2014 Inclusive 

Item     Plays   Win ITM   WROI  PROI  SROI   AvgWin  HIgh   I.V. 
 

AML=1    25130   35% 70%   0.83  0.86  0.88   $4.70   $42    2.73  

 

AML=2    25130   21% 58%   0.82  0.83  0.86   $7.80   $44    1.64 
 

Analysis 

Removing the ties helps the AML=1 a bit, but does little for AML=2. It is worth a follow up test for 

those of you seeking high% winners.  
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Handicapping with HTR 

Analyzing the 2's 

 
The Best of AML=2 
Looking back at the overall test (ties included) I separated the tandem factors that work best with 

AML=2.  You can duplicate my data sample with the following parameters in Robot3. 
 

 All races 2014, Purse $10,000+ 

 AML=2 (new in Robot3 2015) 

 Stat Dump 
 

Fit & Ready (F & R) 

When AML=2 combines with the "Fit & Ready" flag, the results are near flat-bet profit with a 

healthy sample of over 1150 plays in a year. F&R is a cousin of the "Razor Sharp" rating and the 

results with AML=2 also show all the Razor Sharp indicators with solid returns and decent play 

counts. So this could be a green-light for your spot plays with AML=2. 
 

Velocity Top Ranks (r=1) 

The 2nd rank AML shows much promise when combined with several top (rank=1) velocity 

ratings.  Fr1=1 and Fr3=1 led the way, but the ROI was around 0.90 for just about all of them 

including VEL=1 and S/P=1. This looks like a possible breakthrough with the key velocity rankings 

because they have been stubborn movers in recent years with poor ROI.   
 

Graded Stakes 

What a nice surprise to see this one show up with a flat-bet profit with over 500 plays. What's 

happening here is exactly what we hoped for with an AML rank=2. Most graded stakes have a star 

entrant that catches the media attention and the extra hype leads to heavy betting on the favorite. 

That often leaves a logical second choice (AML=2) with fair odds and they win 20% of the time 

and return an average of about $10.00 per winner.   

 

Summary 

There is fair evidence here that a logical 2nd choice contender is sometimes underplayed. There 

may be enough value to bet these horses mechanically with spot plays, but it appears that a break-

even ROI will most likely result. To attain consistent profits with the AML=2, I'm thinking we'll 

need to watch the tote and wait for the extreme value to present itself when the public hammers the 

chalk. It looks like Graded Stakes are a target race type for AML=2. They are infrequent and easy to 

follow with larger wagering pools.   
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  Handicapping with HTR 

Analyzing the 2's 
 

KAT Ranking Discussion 
The KAT ranking should provide a great alternative to the normal paradigm of rank hierarchies. 

Most rankings are stacked top to bottom based on performance (velocity, pace, speed) or probability 

(K rating, AML).  Those ranks do us a great service with relating the best and the worst in order. 

The highest ranks will beat the lower ones more often than not in most races. The problem is that 

the top ranks are too obvious, low MLO, and unprofitable because they are over bet by the public. 

 

The KAT score is not as susceptible to conventional handicapping thought. It totals up a wide mix 

of factors of improvement and positive recent changes. The KAT will often place a high odds 

longshot as the top score even though the horse has a much lower probability of winning than the 

favorites in the field. This happens because the rating has no regard to standard performance factors 

of speed, class and form. We know that the KAT score, especially those rated 6 thru 10, is terrific 

for eyeballing live longshots and creating profitable spot plays. Let's find out if the ranking can 

serve us as well, especially KAT rank = 2. 
 

Several HTR members have suggested various scenarios as to why KAT rank=2 might be a worthy 

inclusion to Robot3 (now available with 2015 version). The theory is that KAT rank =2, if a high 

score 6 to 10, could be underrated vs. the top ranked horse which usually draws more  attention. My 

initial reaction to this is that any horse with a KAT score 6+ is a worthy contender and the higher 

the odds the better - why bother with rank? But I have been wrong before. So rank=2 is now 

included in the latest Robot3 version. Let's check out the results below. 
 

In the charts below the prefix "r" = ranking so as not to confuse it with the KAT score = 1 or 2. A 

reminder that the data tested was all 2014 races with purse $10,000+.    
 

 All Races  Purse $10,000+   2014 Inclusive 
Item     Plays   Win ITM   WROI  PROI  SROI   AvgWin  HIgh   I.V. 
 

rKAT=1   41217   25% 57%   0.87  0.87  0.87   $7.00    $124   1.95  
 

rKAT=2   39006   17% 48%   0.82  0.81  0.83   $9.70    $152   1.32 
 

Analysis 

The ranks don't tell us what the KAT score was, so be aware that many of the rKAT=1 and 

especially the r=2 will have been KAT < 5 and perhaps not worth a second look. Also there is a 

huge number of ties with the KAT rating and this waters down the ROI for the rankings. The new 

Robot3 for 2015 (see page-10) has a filter that will help with this: "No Ties KAT 1,2" which will 

skip the races that have a tie between rank 1 and 2 or 2 and 3. We'll see if that enhances the results 

below. A filter already existed in the Robot that combined tie-breaking rKAT=1 and the higher 

KAT scores from 6 to 10. The filter = Lone KAT 6+" results are added to this chart. 
 

NO Ties KAT 1,2 

All Races  Purse $10,000+   2014 Inclusive 

Item          Plays   Win ITM   WROI  PROI  SROI   AvgWin  HIgh   I.V. 
 

rKAT=1        19592   28% 60%   0.89  0.88  0.89   $6.30   $96    2.14  
 

rKAT=2        19592   18% 50%   0.83  0.82  0.85   $9.10   $152   1.32 
 

 

Lone KAT 6+   16297   29% 62%   0.89  0.89  0.89   $6.10    $96    2.24 
 

Analysis 

KAT rank=1 gets a boost when the ties are removed, but "Lone KAT 6+" already does the job 

better. No benefit for KAT rank=2 with the tiebreaker filter.   
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Handicapping with HTR 

Analyzing the 2's 
 

High KAT 6 to 10 

We'll turn our focus to the higher KAT scores that have proven to have a major impact on ROI and 

longshot identification. Let's see what happens when we combine the score with the rank. I have 

thrown in a couple of extras worth your attention when encountering KAT 6+ as well. 
 

KAT Score 6 to 10 

All Races  Purse $10,000+   2014 Inclusive 

Item          Plays   Win ITM   WROI  PROI  SROI   AvgWin  HIgh   I.V. 
 
 

All           37190   25% 56%   0.88  0.87  0.88   $7.10   $109   1.92 
 

rKAT=1        28577   27% 58%   0.88  0.88  0.88   $6.60   $109   2.06  
 

rKAT=2         7253   19% 49%   0.86  0.86  0.86   $9.30   $109   1.47 
 

AML=1         15025   39% 72%   0.88  0.89  0.90   $4.50   $26    2.94 

AML=2          6580   22% 57%   0.89  0.86  0.88   $8.10   $45    1.69 
 

FR1=1         10573   27% 58%   0.91  0.90  0.88   $6.70   $80    2.05 
 

FTS            1598   19% 47%   0.99  0.86  0.88   $10.5   $79    1.62 
 

Fin 1st Last   6389   30% 62%   0.91  0.91  0.92   $5.90   $45    2.24 
 

Analysis 

Many veteran members of HTR have told me that the KAT rating is the most significant 

development in our history. I might argue that Fr1 and then Razor Sharp were the building blocks of 

KAT for many years prior. Yet, in terms of simplicity of understanding, the KAT is a major 

milestone for thoroughbred handicapping because it ignores performance ratings. 
 

KAT rank = 2 improves considerably when scores between 6 to 10 are isolated in the test. Yet it 

does not exceed the overall results with KAT 6+ overall.   
 

We talked about AML=2 earlier in this article and note here that a high KAT score improves it 

dramatically. Possible spot play potential there. 
 

Speaking of spot play potential as well as longshot/tournament gifts, look no further than combining 

Fr1=1 with the KAT 6 to 10. There are 10,000+ horses in this sample with an ROI = 0.91.  

Breaking that apart for significant profit will be easily doable, especially if you use the Fr1 specialty 

ratings discussed on page-3.   
 

Proof of the considerable power of the KAT is shown with the result for FTS and Last Out Winners.  

These two categories typically produce ROI under 0.80 on their own, so the KAT offers a massive 

boost to earning power.    

 

Last Word 

Success at betting thoroughbreds requires learning why horses can turn around their current form, 

improve dramatically and win at high odds. The KAT is an amazing tool for that understanding.   
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Software Updates 
Upgrades and Additions for 2015 

 

Racetrack Shuffle 

The year 2014 was an extraordinary one in terms of turnover for American thoroughbred racing.   

Attrition is probably a good thing for the sport as it will help consolidate a shrinking fan base.  

Unfortunately there is a personal cost for both humans and horses when tracks are closed for good 

and racing dates are cutback.      

 

The End  
 

Hollywood (HOL)  Demolition in progress; NFL stadium possible 

Fairplex (FPX)   Grandstand converted to 'Fair Entertainment Pavilion' 

Solano (SOL)   No interest in renewal of dates 

Beulah Park (BEU)  Demolished and replaced by MVR 

River Downs (RD)  Demolished and replaced by BTP 

Pinnacle (PNL)   Bankrupt 

Yavapai (YAV)   Bankrupt 

Atlantic City (ATL)  Just announced they are shutting down for good 

 

On Life Support  
 

Suffolk (SUF)  Some interest in revival from New England horsemen, no dates 2015 

Colonial (CNL)  No Dates for 2015 

Calder (CRC)  Renamed GPW (Gulfstream West) leased for 8 weeks per year by GP 

 

New Tracks 
 

Mahoning Valley Racino (MVR) replaces Beulah Park dates 

Belterra Park Racino (BTP)  replaces River Downs dates 

Los Alamitos (LRC)   replaces most FPX and HOL dates 

 

Track Class 

Within HTR software, all tracks are analyzed and updated each year for the track class status and 

rated A, B, C, or D for various computations including the PAC-PER ratings. New tracks (MVR 

and BTP) are typically assigned "C" status until proven better. However, LRC was assigned "B" 

class level because it is an established track and has taken key dates from HOL and FPX. 
 

A-List 

With the closure of HOL, the solid "A-List" tracks are now: SAR, BEL, AQU, SA, DMR, and KEE.   

AQU-Inner or winter meet is "B" status. GP remains on the "A-List" despite its new schedule of 

running all year and watering down the quality of racing compared to the previous shorter high-

class meet. The track most likely to be removed from the "A-List" is Churchill Downs (CD). While 

CD thoroughbred class peaks during a one-week period around the Derby and Oaks, the rest of the 

year is typically "B" quality.     
 

CRC/GPW 

Our file name continues as "CRC" for races run at Calder racetrack. But wherever possible, I have 

labeled it "GPW" or listed it in tandem "CRC/GPW" for quicker ID within the software. 
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Software Updates 
Upgrades and Additions for 2015 

 

All of the new versions are dated: Jan 15, 2015. Each program has been fine-tuned and adjusted 

from race data accumulated in 2014. All known bugs or display errors were fixed. But if you find 

anything, please let me know and we can fix it for the next update.  
 

Robot3 
The Robot added several new filters for the 2015 version and all of them were included on the 

various report generators. All the filters below are part of the Stat Dump.  
 

AML Rank = 1 and/or 2    

Located on the Rankings Module, and stats are shown in the Learn All report. 
 

KAT Rank = 2  
Works in tandem with KAT rank = 1 if desired. 

Located in the Range Filters Module in the KAT section, and stats are shown on the Learn All 

report. 
 

NO Ties AML Top-2 

NO Ties KAT Top-2 

These filters will ensure that you have a distinct top-2 horses in one or both categories. If there is a 

tie between the top rank or the second rank, the race is skipped.  

 

MaxVel and Modeler 
The new material is found in the Modeler. The Modeler now includes the AML and KAT ratings in 

all options and reports.  These can be effective modeling factors because they cover 100% of the 

horses and are part of the "Full Coverage Factors". Another modeler filter has been added for the 

Wizard options:  "Match Field Size (range)" and it will help to narrow the modeler search to similar 

field sizes (3 to 6, 7 to 9, 10 to 14). 

 

HTR-Tour 

Added a "Generic Post-Time Report" option report to the Ultimate Longshot List Setup screen. 

Click this button to print a basic post-time list for the races that you want to keep track of for the 

day. This is a very handy list for tournament players. There are no horses listed, but there is the 

essential race information.  There is an additional check-box related to this item: "Show 1st Race on 

Card Only" if you only want to know the start time for the first race at each track that day.   
 

Tech Note:  HTR-Tour software (.exe) has been slimmed down by eliminating unused overhead 

code. It should run faster, use less memory, and react more quickly to commands such as mouse 

clicks. This will also help Windows become more efficient when you run multiple versions of HTR 

software. Multi-tasking with 'Tour should be a snap now. 

 

HTR2 

There are no new screens or additions for HTR2 at this time. The program was upgraded for 2015 

and a few minor display bugs were fixed. The Export file HX44 will be updated later in the Spring 

and announcements will be posted in the Access Forum on our BBS. 
 

Stakes Race Name or Title 
We had a request to add the title or name of the Stakes races to the main header of all the HTR 

screens.  Example: "GR1 Breeders Cup Distaff". I experimented, but couldn't squeeze it on the top 

without seriously disrupting or removing the other information and I would have been forced to 

severely truncate it in any case. You can view the full name of the Stakes by clicking into the 

Trainer Stats (text) and reading it in the header for the race above the trainer statistics. 
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Book Review 
 

David and Goliath  (Why Underdogs and Longshots Succeed) 
by Malcolm Gladwell 

 

All of Malcolm Gladwell's books are highly recommended and we have reviewed some of them 

favorably here in the past. He is a clear and refreshing writer with much food for thought in all of 

his previous titles.  David and Goliath is about a topic that every horse bettor, sports lover and 

gambler will be interested in:  underdogs.   
 

The book starts off by discussing its title characters. Whether you believe the biblical story of David 

vs. Goliath is a myth, or a legend of factual account, his take on it is highly entertaining and is quite 

a twist on the usual tale of little David defeating the powerful giant with his slingshot. As Gladwell 

illustrates, David was actually the favorite in this confrontation! No spoiler as to why, I want you to 

read this for yourself. 
 

Another facet of the book involves the upside down "U Curve". It is a graphic representation of 

putting  too much effort and resources into one task and seeing the results decline. I have talked 

about this with many horseplayers and especially tournament players over the years (particularly 

those that stay up all night studying the Racing Form). There is a point at which studying and 

researching no longer has any impact on results and then continued effort and expense will actually 

decrease output because of fatigue and exhaustion. The inverted U is an effective tool to think about 

for most of us that have come from the old school notion that more work is the answer to 

improvement.  
 

The most important achievement of the book has to do with how 'disadvantage' can actually help 

people succeed because they must seek alternatives solutions. People with great challenges will 

look for different methodologies and are highly motivated to overcome their limitations. We hear 

stories like this all the time and root for people that are "underdogs" to succeed as they attempt to 

overcome the odds. He illustrates this with a chapter about a kids basketball team with enormous 

challenges (the coach didn't know anything about basketball). They succeeded beyond their wildest 

dreams by implementing an unusual, yet perfectly legal strategy during their games. 
 

I think you'll appreciate the diversity of topics and interesting people he writes about. As a horse 

player, a few light bulbs may go off in your head as well. The book is available from all retail 

sources. 
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Announcements and Reminders 
 
NHC 2015  -  Best Wishes to Our HTR Players 
We have more than 20 HTR subscribers qualified for the NHC final at the TI in Las Vegas 
Jan 23-25. Wishing all of our players a hot streak and some bombs during the weekend! 
We hope that some of you will report on the experience on our Tournament Discussion 
Forum. 
 
Software Updates 
By the time you read this, all of our installation packages will be ready with the January 
2015 updates for each program: HTR2, HTR-Tour, MaxVel, and Robot3. I'm still working 
on the HTR-Tablet update and it should be ready in March. 
 
 

HTR   Handicapping Tech & Research 
 

Voicemail:  714-366-1HTR 

Email:  kmsoft@earthlink.net 

HTR website (software updates): www.htr2.com 

 www.homebased2.com/km 

 
HTR Report is an on-line newsletter and is published bi-monthly, it is available in the HTR 

Subscriber Zone around the 15
th
 of the month.  Monthly subscribers can view the current newsletter 

for no charge on-line, Adobe Reader software (free) required.  Past issues over a year old are 

available in our website archive library. 

 
Products and services from KM Software 

HTR Unlimited Download: $119/mo unlimited access, all tracks. 

HTR Software Complimentary, no fee for updates. 

Bi-Monthly HTR Newsletter Current Issue is included with monthly subscription for members 

only. 

 Archives of Past Issues are available on the HTR2.com website. 

mailto:kmsoft@earthlink.net
http://www.htr2.com/
http://www.homebased2.com/km

