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Handicapping with HTR2 

New Year Message from Ken 
 

It was 20 years ago, January of 1992, that a small group of people:  Tom Brohamer, Ernie Logsdon, the 

late Ben Okamoto and myself, began the long process of building a sophisticated computer handicapping 
program.  The software would be unique and feature elements that had never been tried before. 
 

 Foundation approach based on pace and fractional segments, rather than final time. 

 Instant computation changes with scratches or running line changes. 

 Totally new algorithms and variant adjustments to the fps numbers. 

 Research tools with ROI (not win percentage) as the final arbiter.   
 

That last item eventually became the key to gaining loyal customers - total transparency, independent 
testing and no phony claims of results.  The four of us were horseplayers with zero marketing experience.  

That was unheard of in the industry as all other handicapping retail was predicated on selling, not win-

ning.  Our beta testing provided the best possible feedback because we bet our own money on the 
software output while tinkering and testing.  The camaraderie and team approach carried forward as we 

attracted customers, and this is still the most important aspect of HTR today.   
 

So let me personally thank all of you for your excellent suggestions, ideas and encouragement.  Here’s to 
wishing you a big windfall in 2012.  
 

Mike Mayo wrote a New Year letter to some of his friends and family with an important perspective on 
living.  I thought it worth a look for everyone.  You'll find the link on the back page. 
 

NHC 2012   

This year the National Handicapping Championship will take place at Treasure Island in Las Vegas.  This 

will be the first time it will be held at a strip hotel, and in a spacious ballroom setting - not a race book.  

The larger space was needed to accommodate the nearly 500 players that qualified.  The majority of 
qualifiers won their spot in an online contest in 2011.  The multitude of qualifiers will fatten the prize 

purse close to $2 million. 
 

As of this writing there are 25 HTR subscribers/spouses qualified to compete at NHC 2012.  This is easily 

a record for our group.  Someone from HTR has finished in the top five each year since 2005.  More on 

the NHC can be found on page-3 and on our website.  Below is the list of subscribers/spouses that will be 

contesting NHC 2012 with best wishes.   
 

Bright, Dennis (CA) 
Etwaru, Gupta (CA) 
Evans, Tom (OK) 
Goodall, Richard (NV)  Goodall, Sally (NV) 
Gregory, Bob (CO) 
Harrington, Mike (USA)   
Koury, Joe (PA) 
Lam, Phil (NY) 
Massa, Ken (CA) 
Mayo, Mike (TX)  Mayo Marsha (TX)   
Moore, Bob (MN) 
Moser, Mel (KY) 
Nelson, Dave (PA) 
Nelson, Richard "Chip" (PA) 
Parker, Paul (GA) 
Rasak, Carl (NM) 
Rubin, Bob (FL) 
Shurman, Paul (NY) 
Smith, George (IL) 
Thompson, Steve (PA) 
Turner, Daven (OH) 
Usprech, Sheldon (CAN) 
Wagner, Bryan (LA)  Wagner, Judy (LA) 
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Tournaments 

7 Things You Must Do to Succeed at the NHC (or HPWS) 
 

1. Don't lament losers/no whining to others/move on.  EVERYONE in this contest will have a bad 

beat or two.  A longshot that finishes 2nd by a nose, a bad ride by a jockey that cost the win, or 

rotten luck with a front runner that stumbled.  It's going to happen.  What I find amazing is that 

people gripe and assume that they are the only ones suffering the tough break.  Many others have 

the same horse and they were probably ahead of you in the standings.  Stop wasting energy 

thinking about what might have been.  Pound the table and curse for a minute, then move on. 

2. Don't panic or get flustered after a longshot wins and you don't have it.  It is natural to feel 

dejected while others are pumping high-fives and yelling after a big score.  It might seem like 

everyone else in the room hit the longshot you talked yourself out of - but big bombs are usually 

celebrated by the players with zero points.  Keep your mind on business and recognize that no 

tournament is won by a single score.  In fact, let the celebration go on, they are probably going to 

miss out on the next winner.   

3. Momentum.  Once you have some points on the board, any points, even a 2nd place finish, use it 

to catapult your energy and confidence immediately.  Almost all top finishers at the NHC will 

relate that they hit their winners in bunches.  Your mind will move into a winning mode so take 

advantage of it.  This is not the time to pause and eat, nor should you use the good karma to start 

yapping about your brilliant handicapping with others.  One winner is useless in the overall 

results of the tournament, but it can be valuable if you use the good result to further your 

progress. 

4. Target 200 Points.  Although 200 (100 per Day goal) points probably won't win it, it is a goal that 

will get you in contention for the big cash late on the final day.  Dwell on it and study how it can 

be accomplished with a Win rate of under 20%.  (Does not apply to HPWS). 

5. Must Hit a Cap.  If you are going to take home some cash, you will have to connect with a win-

ning longshot(s) in the range of 20/1 or higher.  The 'cap' is 64 points, and you'll need at least one 

of them, if not more, to get into the top 20.  Longshot research is easy with Robot2 and you can 

locate the factors that are hitting the cap horses most often.   

6. Save Bullets for Late in the Day.  Some people argue this point with me, but it has proven the test 

of time for nearly every HTR member that has scored big in tournaments.  Your ace in the hole in 

a contest is having more bullets left than the people ahead of you in the standings.  Most tourna-

ment players are impetuous and nervous.  They "send it in" too soon when anxious.  Self-restraint 

is a vital element to success in any competitive environment. 

7. Embrace the 'Come from Behind' Attitude.  From the start of the tournament, be in a mindset that 

you are patient and have "good late kick" - no matter how many points you build early.  The top 

HTR tournament players are all "closers".  The reason for this is that we do not get tired late and 

usually have plenty of ammo in reserve.  It won't always work out, but at least you are never out 

of contention mentally with the mindset of a late runner.  At NHC 2007, with just 2 hours left in 

the contest, my entry was way down in the standings seemingly hopeless.  A furious rally late in 

the day nearly won it.  Remember that most 'paper and pencil' players are worn out by 3pm each 

day.  They tend to fumble and make mistakes and run out of plays.  That should not happen to 

you.  In fact, you should have already mapped out a plan that includes potential high value races 

after 2pm when everyone else is winding down.  Be a Snake in the Grass.  Good luck to all. 
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Advanced Handicapping 

Trainer Enters Two in the Same Race 
 

In the last issue of this newsletter (Nov/Dec 2011) we ran an interesting study on coupled entries.  The 

results were surprisingly good under certain circumstances.  Most of the horses in the coupled entry study 

had the same trainer (although most are linked by owner).  In this study, we look at trainers that entered 
two horses in the same race, but were separate betting interests and not coupled in the wagering.  As in 

the previous study, this one used a strict set of races to avoid statistical 'noise'. 
 

 The only races tested for this article were those that featured one trainer with two uncoupled 

horses.  No races with coupled entries or multiple entries by more than one trainer were used.  

Also if the trainer had three or more entrants, it was skipped.  This allows for a "clean" set of 
data and results that we can understand with clarity. 

 

 The key element to this study is looking at the odds of the two entrants.  We want to know if the 

higher odds of the two horses will win often enough to turn a profit.   
 

Conspiracy Theory 

Horseplayers love to talk about conspiracy theories related to double trainer entries.  The assumption is 

that the lower odds horse, particularly if it is the favorite, is a deception and the trainer is really banking 

on the higher odds runner to win.  Not a bad theory actually, because if the trainer scores with either horse 
he takes down the winner share of the purse, but if the higher odds runner wins it, then the barn can cash 

for greater rewards.  It is perfectly legal for a trainer and his employees to bet their own horses, so it 

would be a difficult to prove anything.  One of the reasons that tracks implemented coupled trainer entries 
50 years ago was to avoid this perception.  These days the tracks are looking for ways to increase field 

size and are uncoupling most horses with the same trainer.   
 

This study may be the most extensive and only one of its kind to look at uncoupled trainer entries with 

statistical accuracy from races run in the most recent 12 month period.  All of the data shown below is 

from Jan. 1 thru Dec. 31, 2011.   
 
Uncoupled Two-Horse Trainer Entry   Purse $10,000+ 

Item          Plays        Winners    Win/Hit      WROI     I.V. 
 

All           11152          1485     13% 27%      0.79     1.11 
 

Lower Odds     5576          1047     19% 19%      0.78     1.56 

Higher Odds    5576           438     08% 08%      0.80     0.65 

 

Analysis  
 

This one-year test found 5,576 races which featured one trainer with two (uncoupled) entrants in the same 
race.  This means there were 2 x 5,576 or 11,152 total Plays from the "All" row.  The "All" represents 

what would happen if you bet both horses to Win.   
 

The Win rate is a bit deceptive because the trainer had two horses going, but the "Hit" rate is calculated 

purely on the basis of how often one or the other of the trainer's duo won these races (27%).  The Impact 

Value (1.11) is in the neutral range, which means there is no overall advantage to a trainer entering two 
horses.  The ROI is likewise poor and shows no edge. 
 

On the next page we'll continue the discussion after you inspect the data for "Lower Odds" and "Higher 

Odds".  These results will tell us whether there is any validity to the theory that trainers often "put one 

over" on the public by winning with the higher odds runner in the pair. 
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Advanced Handicapping 

Trainer Enters Two in the Same Race 
 

Analysis:  Lower Odds vs. Higher Odds   

I inspected the overall data carefully and noted that average odds on the trainer's lower odds runner of the 
pair was about 4/1.  Yet, the average price was over 10/1 on the higher odds of the two.  That was an 

interesting finding and one of potential profit on the higher odds runner if they won a reasonable share of 

the time.  But they don't.   
 

Of the 1485 winners in this test, only 438 won as the higher odds play of the trainer's duo.  In simple 

terms, when a trainer enters two and wins with one of them, it will be the lower odds horse of the pair 
about 70% of the time.  The resulting ROI is about 0.80 (-20%) on either and that's hardly enough to jus-

tify betting a trainer blindly in this situation.   
  

In summary, the notion that trainers are 'playing games' when entering two uncoupled horses, is com-

pletely unfounded.  The two horses win at normal rates and the returns are poor.  There is no statistical 
advantage for the trainer or the bettor with the double entry. 
 

Individual Trainers / Baffert and Pletcher 

As is often the case with trainers, we tend to make assumptions based on anecdotal evidence that comes 

with our betting experience.  The overall results presented above are a strong rebuke to the idea that train-

ers are "playing games" when they enter two horses uncoupled.  In my experience, two trainers that seem 
to be more aggressive with an uncoupled pair they have entered are Bob Baffert and Todd Pletcher.  Let's 

look at the data and see if my opinion holds any water. 
 

Bob Baffert  Uncoupled 2-Horse Trainer Entry 

Item          Plays       Wins    Win/Hit      WROI     I.V. 
 

All            124          30    24% 49%      0.89     1.72 
 

Lower Odds      62          21    34% 34%      0.82     2.40 

Higher Odds     62           9    15% 15%      0.96     1.03 
 

Analysis 

Baffert is a highly effective trainer when he enters two horses in the same race.  One of them will win 
almost half of those races.  The average odds on the lower odds of his pair were about 2/1 while the 

higher odds runners averaged about 6/1 and returned 0.96 ROI.  The data supports the assumption that 

Baffert is a clever trainer when he enters two in the same race.  However, he doesn't win with the higher 

odds runner more often than our overall test revealed (30%).  The ROI (0.96) is solid on the higher odds 
runner, most likely due to the fact that his other entrant is over bet.   

 
Todd Pletcher  Uncoupled 2-Horse Trainer Entry 

Item          Plays       Wins    Win/Hit      WROI     I.V. 
 

All             190         40    21% 43%      0.98     1.11 
 

Lower Odds       95         29    31% 31%      1.01     2.41 

Higher Odds      95         11    12% 12%      0.94     0.92 
 

Analysis 
Todd Pletcher is also an exceptional trainer when he enters two in the same race.  One of his pair will win 

these races about 42% of the time and the odds are more than fair as his overall ROI = 0.98.  His perfor-

mance is actually better with the lower odds of the duo (ROI = 1.01).  He is exceeding expectations with 
the bettors any time he sends out a pair of uncoupled runners.   
 

My intuition regarding Baffert and Pletcher with dual entries is confirmed to some extent.  On one hand 

they seem more determined to win if they have a double entry.  Yet the win rate with the higher odds of 

the pair did not exceed the normal North American average we tested earlier.  The ROI was much better 

when Baffert or Pletcher scored with their higher odds runner.  They are both tough to bet against when 
entering a pair.   
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Handicapping with HTR 

Tandem Race Test and Analysis 
 

The term "Tandem Race" was coined by the Sartin group in the early 1980s.  I'm sure that other handi-

cappers had thought about the angle previously, but Sartin et al were the first to write about it extensively 
and popularize the concept.  It is also known as the "reversal" or "rematch" angle. 
 

As horses return from their previous start to race again, they often end up facing familiar competition.  

This is very common if the class level and conditions are similar to the last start, as they often are with 

claiming races.  Horses that exit the same race last out are said to be coming from a "Tandem race".  The 

theory goes that the 'loser' of the tandem, usually higher odds, will turn the tables on his foe often enough 
to produce a profit.  Example = 
 
HORSE-A    AQU-3  NOV 1   C20   Finished 3rd ,3 lengths behind the winner 
 

HORSE-B    AQU-3  NOV 1   C20   Finished 5th, 5 lengths behind the winner 

 

In their last start, "A" beat "B" by a two lengths while running in the same race at AQU.  The Tandem 

play is that "B" may now reverse this finish and defeat "A" with a better race situation and most likely at 

higher odds. 
 

If your first reaction to the Tandem idea is: "big deal if "B" beats "A" today, if they both lose the race 
anyway, we gain nothing".  This is true and problematic with testing the Tandem angle.  Even if the 

reversal is a valid concept, it may not matter if "B" finishes 5th and "A" finishes 8th in the rematch.  Why 

would we care?   
 

The Tandem angle is only worthwhile if the rematch results in higher odds on "B" AND he defeats "A" 

AND wins the race.  The most ideal circumstance finds horse "A" as the favorite and now defeated by 
"B" at a value price. 
 

There are dozens of possible scenarios we could look at when handicapping or researching the Tandem 

angle.  I tested many of them and will discuss my findings on the next page.  For hard evidence, the test 

result that stood out to me was when one of the Tandem horses ended up the wagering favorite.   
 

Horse-A   

The horse that ran best of a Tandem last out, returns and today is the wagering favorite. 
 

Horse-X 

One or more horses that were also part of the same Tandem race last out as "A" and are racing against 
"A" today while "A" is the favorite. 
 

Tandem / Favorite Angle   Purse $10,000+   All Races 2011 

Item          Plays       Wins    Win ITM      WROI     I.V. 
 

Horse-A        6657       2326    35% 70%      0.83     2.97 

Horse-X       12591       1254    10% 36%      0.79     0.87 
 

Analysis   

There were 6657 races involving a Favorite that was also part of a last-out Tandem with one or more 

other runners.  The competition (Horse-X) consisted of 12591 horses that had run against the Favorite 

(Horse-A) in their previous start (Tandem race).   
 

The statistics show no edge whatsoever for the Tandem angle.  The Tandem Favorites (Horse-A) win at 
the exact same rate is any other favorites (35%) with a similar ROI and ITM results.  Their Tandem com-

petition is able to beat them at times (1254 wins), but the Impact (0.87) and ROI (0.79) offers no evidence 

that the Tandem angle is beneficial.  There is more discussion about the Tandem on the next page. 
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Handicapping with HTR 

Tandem Race Discussion 
 

I tested many other possible angles with the Tandem in mind.  I looked for results that would prove the 

reversal was happening often enough with overlay odds to produce profits.  Any sliver of evidence would 
have nudged me to dig further and offer you a possible spot play to consider.  There was no such finding. 
 

The 20-year period from 1975-1995 was the golden era for handicapping books and methodologies.  

Horseplayers were fascinated with the new approaches and insights offered and believed in the people 

who presented them.  The Tandem factor was one of those.  Yet seldom did anyone offer hard evidence 

that the angle worked.  It is certainly possible that a methodology from the 1980s was profitable at that 
time but lost its value in later decades.   
 

I'm confident of one Tandem scenario that almost certainly would have shown profits prior before the 

year 2000.  This would have involved the following circumstance for two horses exiting the same last 

race. 
 

Horse-A 

A closer that beat "B" last time. 
 

Horse-B 

An early speed type that was involved in a fast pace and/or speed duel and was passed by "A" last out. 
 

In the 1980s, very few horseplayers were aware of pace and velocity methodology.  A reverse outcome 

with "B" beating "A" when they faced each other again, was not something most handicappers would 
bank on in those days.  Final time speed figures were all the rage and "A" would have been a solid play.   
 

We take it for granted today, especially with our HTR software, that pace analysis easily identifies "B" 

with an early velocity advantage - with or without noticing the Tandem angle.  Early speed velocity (Fr1, 

E/P, etc.) was amazingly profitable in the 1980s and 1990s because of the lack of knowledge about pace.   
 

We can even trace the rise and fall of Fr1 profits with HTR over the years.  In the 1990s, the win rate with 

top ranked Fr1 velocity was almost exactly the same as today (17%-19%), yet the ROI was 15 points 
higher and provided flat bet profits and huge overlays.  As this knowledge became widespread, the Fr1 

edge slowly diminished as each year passed.   
 

So that's my take about the Tandem theory.  It worked well in an era when a pace related reversal was 

highly profitable.  Now all serious horse bettors understand why "B" can turn the tables on "A" due to the 
power of early speed.  In fact, it is likely that "B" would be favored over "A" in many cases today.    
 

The research is conclusive for me.  There is no value left in noticing the Tandem angle.  The horses 

should be handicapped individually and judged on their merits vs. the entire field.  Pace handicappers can 

still find an edge and profits, but the Tandem angle is not necessary to that end.   
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Software Updates 

January 2012 Upgrades 
 

Ring in 2012 Versions 
Each of the HTR software programs will have a "version date" listed at the top.   
 

         version date:   Jan 15, 2012 
 

You should see this 2012 date or later at the top of the opening screen on each program now. 
 

 All programs synchronized and updated from full year 2011 data.  Any reported bugs have been 

fixed.  If you find a bug in these versions, please let me know. 
 

 Ken-tenders added to Robot2 and HTR-Tour (see next page for all the details). 
 

 HTR-Tablet version ready for alpha test (see page 11) 
 

 Modeler adds a new option (see below) 
 

 PHA (Philly Park) = PRX (Parx racing) transition (see below) 

 

Modeler Adds Additional Race Filter Option 
Currently if you run the Modeler on individual races (using Wizard 1,2 or Show Model) you have a choice 
of the following for matching past races - 
 

 Dist/Surf 

 Dist/Surf/Class Type 
 

If you desire to separate it even more, a third option has now been added for the 2012 version - 
 

 Dist/Surf/Age/Sex/Class/Statebred 
 

The third option offers precision modeling.  But it may often be difficult to find the 7 minimum matches 

the Wizard requires for display.  This will probably work best on long meets such as WO and CRC or you 
will have to extend the days search option. 

 

PHA / PARX / PRX 
Over the years, several tracks have changed their title and official name.  Mountaineer Park is a good 

example, now called: "Mountaineer Casino, Racetrack and Resort".  A more interesting example is 

"Whoop it Up Downs" (Canada) which was formerly named Lethbridge.  The abbreviation used by Equi-
base for both these tracks remains the same.  The former Philadelphia Park has gone one step further after 

changing its company name to PARX.  They requested that Equibase change their track abbreviation from 

PHA to PRX to reflect their new identity.  A past example of this was Pomona Fair (POM) changing to 

Fairplex (FPX) over a decade ago.   
 

HDW and I decided against changing the download file names for now.  The reason we left PHA file 

name is that the track runs year round and our customers have built sizeable databases, and use older PHA 
files for research with Robot2 and the Export files.  If we suddenly switch over to "PRX", then all of that 

data and those files are instantly useless.  Additional issues would arise as well, such as testing for ship-

pers and adjusting for track class.  I'll need to retool the software by 2013 to read both PHA and PRX 
interchangeably.  For now, I have labeled "PRX" as often as possible throughout HTR software, so that 

we can all acclimate to the change.  In some cases you'll see "PRX/PHA" as a reminder.  This will cause 

no disruption to any handicapping function as all internal processes will still be seeking "PHA" for the 

track identifier.  Just be aware that PRX will eventually be ubiquitous. 
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Software Updates 

January 2012 Upgrades  /  Ken-Tenders 

 

Where to Find Ken-tenders in HTR Software 
 

Ken-tenders filter is located in the Systems/Angles module of Robot2 (2012 version and beyond).   
 

The Robot2 Tour/Special report has Ken-tenders on the printout. 
   

HTR-Tour software has Ken-tenders listed in the top section under the Flags column.  This column was 
previously labeled Tour.  The Flags column can list "Tour", "Bomb", "Kndr" (Ken-tender) or "KN+T" 
(combination of Ken-tender + Tour).  Note: Bomb + Ken-tender are never associated. 
 

The HTR-Tour option [Ultimate Longshot List] also has the Ken-tenders on the printout if applicable. 
   

HTR2 has Ken-tenders added to the KM Screen section II under the Flag column. 
 

HTR2 Export / HX4 adds Ken-tenders in new data Field #237, nKENTENDERS; see File Spec. 

 
Ken-tenders Combined Spot Play Concept   

The idea behind 'Ken-tenders' was to formulate a single composite filter of all my best spot plays.  This 

would be an immense time saver.  Hit one button and get them all in a single sweep.  However, this is a 

nearly impossible task to accomplish with dozens of potential plays.  As many of you are aware, attempts 
to combine spot plays is often futile due to conflicting parameters and filters.  However, I was motivated 

to try because of the tremendous efficiency it would provide.  I wanted these plays for tournaments and 

key horses to use in exotics (excellent ITM%).  Yet the long term goal is to develop something of a Spot 
Play Mutual Fund that can turn a profit with every bet for the entire year.  Maybe I'm dreaming, but let's 

give it a shot. 
 

I started by running a final test on each of my spot plays for full year 2011.  I then printed an "ROI 

Dump" on the entire set of HTR factors for the past 12 months.  After painstaking review, I cross-linked 

several key factors that were the most productive for contenders in large samples.  Using some clever 
code with a lot of IF-THEN statements, I was able to assemble everything into one massive algorithm that 

could pick up the best ROI situations and filter away the worst.  One important goal was to make the 

'Ken-tenders' as universal as possible.   
 

 All tracks covered  

 All Distance and Surface used 

 All Class/Age/Sex/ conditions 

 No Morning Line Favorites to fatten the win rate 
 

By not "hen pecking" or back-fitting with the above, the sample will be large.  Yet without 

track/class/dist/surf/age/sex filters, the positive ROI will be limited.  That leaves you, the user, with 
something to work on and find larger profits by isolating the Ken-tenders with additional filters.  Ken-

tenders is a large data set with nearly 7000 horses in 2011, so there is ample room for tweaking the profit 

level and finding ideal betting opportunities - it's a big head start for those of you working on spot plays. 
 

Check out the excellent results using Ken-tenders on all races in 2011 on the next page. 
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Software Updates 

January 2012 Upgrades  /  Ken-Tenders 

 

Ken-tenders   All Races 2011 

Period      Plays    Win  ITM    WROI PROI SROI    AvgWin  High    I.V. 
 

All 2011    06828    22%  57%    1.01 0.94 0.94     $9.00   $52    1.77 
 

Jan 2011    00417    24%  60%    1.09 0.97 0.99     $9.20   $35    1.91 

Feb 2011    00388    20%  51%    0.94 0.83 0.84     $9.50   $32    1.55 

Mar 2011    00477    24%  58%    1.00 0.95 0.93     $8.40   $38    1.82 

Apr 2011    00530    25%  55%    1.12 0.96 0.90     $9.10   $52    1.94 
 

May 2011    00703    23%  60%    1.03 1.00 0.97     $8.90   $29    1.78 

Jun 2011    00701    24%  60%    1.02 0.94 0.98     $8.40   $26    1.88 

Jul 2011    00763    22%  56%    1.02 0.95 0.91     $9.20   $43    1.70 

Aug 2011    00653    21%  54%    0.95 0.92 0.91     $9.00   $32    1.63 
 

Sep 2011    00641    22%  60%    0.91 0.96 1.01     $8.50   $30    1.66 

Oct 2011    00599    21%  57%    0.99 0.92 0.95     $9.00   $34    1.78 

Nov 2011    00504    21%  56%    0.94 0.90 0.93     $9.10   $33    1.68 

Dec 2011    00452    23%  57%    1.20 0.92 0.98     $10.50  $43    1.88 
 

Analysis 

Here we find a flat bet profit over the entire year without any race-condition filtering or track separation.  
There is low volatility from month to month and a limited downside.  A clear majority of the horses iden-

tified with Ken-tenders are "live" and finish in-the-money.  Be sure to run multiple reports in Robot2 on 

the Ken-tenders to uncover higher profits and optimal filter combinations.   

 
Discussion 

Some of the spot plays we have given out at our annual seminar have fallen flat immediately after they 

were made public! Yet months, even years later, after most of us had given up on them, they began to 
produce again.  It goes with the territory that systematic approaches to horse betting will have wide 

swings of fortune.  This happens primarily because most of the profits are found with value odds horses 

that pay above $10.00 to Win - and those winners are not consistent on a daily basis.  After the public 

gathers the data on these productive and profitable winners, the dynamics change and they begin to bet 
them down below profitability.  There are only 30,000 to 40,000 races worth betting in year, that's a small 

database to study. 
 

Ken-tenders have an average 22% win rate and the median winner pays about $9.00.  It is an intersection 

of optimal win percentage combined with fair-odds.  Most Ken-tender picks slightly exceed their chances 
of winning per the odds, but it is a thin margin of error going forward so don't bet blindly on them; keep 

records by running Robot2 reports such as "Last 100" or "Daily Report".   
 

The key reason we can uncover a positive ROI with our spot plays is due to the nature of HTR factors, as 

the public is not conscious of them in daily handicapping.  A computer is required to process them, and 

there are only a few hundred HTR members with this knowledge.  The public may become aware of gen-
eral concepts over time - such as the value of early speed or workouts - and begin to deflate the ROI via 

experience, feedback and awareness.  Don't underestimate the public's ability to ruin a good thing. 
 

Ken-tenders attempts to outwit the public by diversifying dozens of spot plays into one composite selec-

tion.  There is no single element involved for the public to over bet after they become aware of it.  Instead 
Ken-tenders have a multiple set of complicated associations that are not easily compartmented.  So the 

hope is that it will produce steadily even after the public has located some of the individual trends.  They 

probably won't be able to dig out all of the all interlocking relationships involved.  That's my theory any-
way, and you can easily judge the results going forward by running Ken-tenders through Robot2. 
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Software Updates 

HTR-Tablet Version 
 

HTR Tablet version program file = HTRTAB.EXE 

 

Before covering the new HTR tablet software, I'll give you an overview of the tablet situation with HTR 
programs.  Tablets are highly recommended for portability.  A tablet computer differs from a laptop in 

several important ways:  (1) A mouse is usually not used, instead, your fingers or a pointing device touch 

the screen for all computer actions.  (2) A touch screen keyboard is built into the unit and a typing-style 
keyboard is generally not used (although some feature a detachable keyboard).  (3) Battery life is usually 

longer than a laptop as the tablet units don't generate much heat.  (4) Tablets are much smaller, lighter and 

easier to store than a laptop and less susceptible to impact damage. 
 

Running HTR on a PC/Windows Tablet 

You can easily run any of the HTR software programs on Windows 7 compatible tablet PC.  They install 
and run quickly.  A couple of suggestions for purchase are listed below and there will be more on the 

market as time goes on.  Microsoft is working feverishly on Windows 8.  This is their tablet version of 

Windows expected to be available by the end of 2012.  This should spawn an increase in tablet hardware 
that run Windows and the prices should be in the $500 range. 
 

I purchased an Acer Windows Tablet for about $500 online.  Click the link below to read my review and 
to look at this unit on the Internet.  The price may have come down by now.   

 

http://www.homebased2.com/forums/showthread.php?t=11848 
 

One of our members Jim C. from New Jersey (NJCurveball) also wrote a review on the Toshiba tablet 

that he purchased.  You can read his review at the link below.  Thanks to Jim for all of the information 
that he posted which encouraged me to purchase a tablet and start building the new tablet version of HTR. 

 

http://www.homebased2.com/forums/showthread.php?t=11694 

 

Using HTR on a iPad or Android 
HTR software cannot be run directly on an iPad or Android machine for two key reasons:  (1) Those tab-
lets don't use the Windows operating system which HTR software requires.  There may be apps in the 

future that enable PC operation though.  (2) The iPad and Android tablets don't allow direct access to the 

hard drive.  In other words, we can't download our race files to them.  The non-Windows tablets don't 

provide interactive manipulation of the hard drive and the mass storage of data files that we require.   
 

There are some workarounds that you may want to try, especially with the new HTR-Tablet version.  You 
can use a PC emulator program online that links your PC (and HTR) to your iPad or any Internet device 

including a cell phone.  The two most popular are = 
 

www.gotomypc.com          www.teamviewer.com 
 

These are free to tryout online to see if they work for you.  Read the HTR Discussion forum: "Tech and 

Computer Corner" for other innovations that our members are trying out to run HTR on tablets. 

http://www.homebased2.com/forums/showthread.php?t=11848
http://www.homebased2.com/forums/showthread.php?t=11694
www.gotomypc.com
www.teamviewer.com
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Software Updates 

HTR-Tablet Version 

 
The first version of HTR Tablet is an experiment and alpha-test (brand new, never been tested) and I wel-

come feedback because there will be a multitude of different orientations and tablet perspectives from our 

users.  Remember it is a 'work in progress', 'under construction', etc. , there is much to be included later 
and probably bugs.   
 

Install =  Rick has setup a separate installation for HTR-Tablet on our website 

 

File Name =  HTRTAB.EXE 
 

Icon =  Red Note Tablet 
 

Runs on = any PC, including your desktop and laptop and would be great for those with vision 

challenges, but has been designed for tablet sized units. 
 

Features of HTR-Tablet 
I'm learning fast about the 'tablet personality' having owned an iPad for a while.  After reading Steve Jobs 
biography, the one element to his iPad vision that most impressed me before I started programming was 

the concept of minimalism.  With tablet units, a clean and well-spaced interactive screen is necessary with 

as few buttons, menus and options as possible on the initial interface.  Everything is object/menu driven, 
meaning that you touch only what you want to see and everything else stays hidden. 
 

For our purposes this means fewer screen elements, larger font and buttons and simple interface that is 

immediately user-friendly.  When you open HTR-Tab to the races, you'll see a screen that is far less busy 

than our regular software programs.  At the top you touch the date/track and race.  On the bottom are two 
menu choices:  MENU1 (Tablet screens) and MENU2 (Legacy screens) for handicapping and the Light 

Bulb button.   
 

Sticking with the concept of minimalism and self-exploration, I'm not going into further detail on the 

HTR-Tablet software.  You'll just have to try it out now and let me know what you think.  It should be 

easy and fundamental to operate and I hope it works its way into your daily handicapping.  Again, 
remember that this is an early version, not a finished product.   
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Announcements and Reminders 
 

Mike Mayo New Year Perspective 

Mike wrote a letter to his friends and family for New Year wishes.  I asked him if we 
could post it publicly, because it was such a well written and heartfelt message, after 
experiencing the loss of life for many people that he knew.  Please click this link to view 
the PDF on our website.  Big thanks to Mike for his contribution. 
  
www.homebased2.com/km/pdf/Mayo_2012.pdf 
  
Major Tourneys 2012 

Follow the NHC results Jan 27, 28 on the DRF website as well as the HTR Discussion 
forum set up for NHC news.  I'll report live from the event as often as possible and will 
do the same from the HPWS in February.   
 
Software Updates 
All of your HTR software should now show "Version Date:  Jan 15, 2012".  If you don't 
see that date at the top, run the installation to upgrade at the link below.  Be sure to 
select RUN when prompted (not SAVE) and ignore security warnings as we are "safe". 
 
http://htr.horsedata.com/HTR_Protected/dnl/HTR2TourMaxvelRobot2Setup.exe  
 
 

HTR   Handicapping Tech & Research 
 

Voicemail:  714-366-1HTR 

Email:  kmsoft@earthlink.net 

HTR website (software updates): www.htr2.com 

 www.homebased2.com/km 

 
HTR Report is an on-line newsletter and is published bi-monthly, it is available in the HTR Subscriber 

Zone around the 15
th

 of the month.  Monthly subscribers can view the current newsletter for no charge on-

line, Adobe Reader software (free) required.  Past issues over a year old are available in our website 
archive library. 

 
Products and services from KM Software 

HTR Unlimited Download: $119/mo unlimited access, all tracks. 

HTR Software Complimentary, no fee for updates. 

Bi-Monthly HTR Newsletter Current Issue is included with monthly subscription for members only. 
 Archives of Past Issues are available on the HTR2.com website. 

www.homebased2.com/km/pdf/Mayo_2012.pdf
http://htr.horsedata.com/HTR_Protected/dnl/HTR2TourMaxvelRobot2Setup.exe
mailto:kmsoft@earthlink.net
http://www.htr2.com/
http://www.homebased2.com/km

